Eastern Orthodoxy: An Evangelical Assessment

In recent years, Eastern Orthodoxy has become an increasingly significant feature on the radar of
Christians worldwide, exerting a strong attraction for many evangelicals. How are we to understand
this tradition properly, and what should evangelicals make of it? This session will give a theological
analysis and assessment from an evangelical perspective.
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I.  The attraction of Eastern Orthodoxy for evangelicals today

Il.  The defining strands of EO theology
A. lcons

1. The incarnation and God’s use of the physical

2. Gregory Palamas and the “Light of Tabor’

B. God’s incomprehensibility

1. Eastern and Western understandings of incomprehensibility

2. Pseudo-Dionysius and apophatic theology

3. God’s ‘essence’ and “energies’



I1l.  Assessing EO’s theology of icons and incomprehensibility

A. How are we to understand the incarnation?

B. How can we know the unknowable God?

IV.  Further issues to assess

A. Authority: Scripture and tradition

B. Soteriology: Theosis, justification, and synergism
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