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Understanding the Roots of Theological Liberalism: 
Friedrich Schleiermacher 

 
Friedrich Schleiermacher is known as the father of ‘modern’ or liberal theology. What made his thought 
so distinctive, revolutionary, and influential? This workshop will seek to understand the roots 
of theological liberalism through an analysis of Schleiermacher’s thought. 
 
Michael Reeves is President and Professor of Theology at Union School of Theology in the UK. 
Previously he has been Head of Theology for UCCF and an associate minister at All Souls Church, 
Langham Place, London. He is the author of Introducing Major Theologians, Why the Reformation Still 
Matters, The Unquenchable Flame, The Good God, and Christ our Life, co-editor of Adam, the Fall and 
Original Sin, and holds a doctorate in systematic theology from King’s College, London. He is married to 
Bethan, and together they have two daughters, Lucy and Mia. 
 
 

I. Schleiermacher’s life and context 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

II. The Christian Faith 
 
 
 
 
The essence of piety is ‘the consciousness of being absolutely dependent.’1 

Schleiermacher 
 
 
 
 
 

A. The evolution of religion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                        
1  The Christian Faith (2nd ed. of Der Christliche Glaube, 1830–1), eds. H. R. Mackintosh & J. S. Stewart 
(Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1999), §4 
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III. What is Christianity?  
 
 
 

A. Jonathan Edwards vs. Friedrich Schleiermacher 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Christian doctrines are accounts of the Christian religious affections set forth in speech.’2 
Schleiermacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
IV. Schleiermacher’s reinvention of theology 
 

A. Creation 
 
 
 
 
 

B. God 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C. Sin 
 
 
 
 
 

D. Christ 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                        
2 Ibid., §15 
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E. Redemption 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

V. How Schleiermacher helps us understand theological liberalism  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suggested Readings: 
 
Michael Reeves, Theologians You Should Know (Wheaton, IL.: Crossway, 2016) 


