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What is God's purpose for your life? How has he gifted you? How do you know what he has called you to do? These key questions are at the heart of the biblical understanding of faithful living Forum. As we explore them together using the pages of Scripture, we will find some pastorally helpful and hopeful answers. These answers will help us get to the very centre of determining how and where God wants us to serve him.
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I. An important question

What is God’s will for me in ministry? Leads to others:

· Am I in the right place?
· Am I doing the right thing?
· Am I going about it the right way?
Fundamental ministry identity questions

Plotting your ministry spectrum: where are you right now?
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Two dangers to avoid:

A. Over-confidence. Matthew 26.33-34. This is a form of pride which we must guard against (Proverbs 16.18). Contrast Apostle Paul, e.g. Philippians 1.

B. Overly-anxious.[footnoteRef:1] Proverbs 22.13 and Luke 10.38-42. This kind of ministry anxiety can also be a form of perverse pride.  [1:  By anxious here, I mean ministry anxiety: not being confident in what I am doing for the Lord. This is not the same as the medical condition of anxiety, though some of the symptoms may be the same. Those who are concerned whether they suffer medically should seek appropriate help. ] 


What is the happy place on the spectrum? “Confident in the things the Bible gives us confidence about, sitting loosely to the things the Bible leaves room for.”

What does this place result in?

· Prayerfulness – I work in complete dependence on the Spirit’s power

· Flexibility – I can adapt my plans

· Humility – I can accept the help of others

· No regrets – I can move onto something else without bitterness

· Soft hearts – I can admit I’ve got things wrong

II. God’s Calling

A. Bible use. Primacy of calling vocabulary refers to ‘salvation’. E.g. Romans 8.30. This is sometimes extended to a call to holy living (1 Thess 4.7) or to community (Col 3.15). 

B. Your story. How did God call you?

C. But calling always leads to work. Ephesians 2.10. 

III. God’s Purpose

A. Bible use. Primacy of purpose vocabulary refers to God’s big aim of making us into the likeness of his Son, and everything that goes with that. E.g. Romans 8.28-29. It is sometimes applied to general description of work, e.g. Luke 4.18-19, Acts 20.24. 

B. Your story. What is God’s purpose for your life? Rejoice in it!

C. But purpose always leads to a whole-life worship attitude, including our work: Romans 12.1. Colossians 3.23.

IV. God’s Gifting

A. Bible use. Gifts are from the Spirit (1 Cor 12.4), but present in everyone. No guarantee that they are permanent or fixed. 

B. Your story. How has God gifted you?
 
C. But honest and humble self assessment leads to other person-centred activity. E.g. 1 Peter 4.10; Gal 5.13.

V. What next?

A. Place of settled peace

God does graciously give us a sense of peace and contentment about our situation. This is the sweet spot where calling, purpose and gifts combine. 

B. Five Bible helps

· Believe in providence, Eph 1.11

· Listen to the counsel of others, James 1.19 (especially your church leaders, Hebrews 13.17)

· Be content with your status, 1 Cor 7.17-24

· Sit loosely to plans, and avoid absolute conviction (except…), James 4.13-17

· Always be open to push on doors and try something new! Ask for wisdom, James 1.5

2

image1.png
CONFIDENT

ANXIOUS





