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Introduction:  
An Extraordinary Period with Extraordinary Christian Leaders 



Here, the tincture of vital religion has spread through the society, giving 
it the coloration of a revived Christianity.  This new society, a product of 
the silent revolution within its own resources, its own history and 
traditions, was far from perfect, but it freed the slaves, taught the 
ignorant, brought spiritual life where there was darkness, turned the 
drunk and indigent into useful citizens and effective parents, and 
ameliorated the harsh conditions brought about by industrialization, 
internal migration, and rapid population growth.  It was a revolution 
that succeeded in making almost all things better.

[Herbert Schlossberg, The Silent Revolution and the Making of Victorian England, 
p. 314]



Some Key Characteristics of Early Nineteenth-Century Evangelical Leaders

1. A Deep Spiritual Earnestness (‘seriousness’)



...while the servants of Christ continue in this life, glorious as is the issue 
of their labours, they receive but too many humiliating memorials of their 
remaining imperfections, and they daily find reason to confess, that they 
cannot do the things that they would. Their determination, however, is 
still unshaken, and it is the fixed desire of their hearts to improve in all 
holiness--and this, let it be observed, on many accounts. Various passions 
concur to push them forward; they are urged on by the dread of failure, in 
this arduous but necessary work; they trust not, where their all is at stake, 
to lively emotions, or to internal impressions however warm; the example 
of Christ is their pattern, the word of God is their rule; there they read, 
that 'without holiness no man shall see the Lord’.

[William Wilberforce, A Practical View, 108-9]



The ‘One Thing Needful’ was a favourite evangelical text, the subject 
of many sermons, of letters from parents to children, and of 
meditations by individuals. [William] Gladstone’s Confirmation 
prayer included the petition that he might live ‘not seeking after vain 
things, but making the One Thing Needful the great, the supreme, 
the paramount object of my pursuit and my desire’.

[Doreen Rosman, Evangelicals and Culture, 55]



Some Key Characteristics of Early Nineteenth-Century Evangelical Leaders

2. Trans-Denominationalism (and an Aversion to ‘Party Spirit’)



When Charles Simeon Met John Wesley (30 October, 1787)

Sir, I understand that you are called an Arminian; and I have been sometimes called a Calvinist; 
and therefore I suppose we are to draw daggers. But before I consent to begin the combat, with 
your permission I will ask you a few questions. Pray, Sir, do you feel yourself a depraved 
creature, so depraved that you would never have thought of turning to God, if God had not first 
put it into your heart?

Yes, I do indeed.

And do you utterly despair of recommending yourself to God by anything you can do; and look 
for salvation solely through the blood and righteousness of Christ?

Yes, solely through Christ.

But, Sir, supposing you were at first saved by Christ, are you not somehow or other to save 
yourself afterwards by your own works?

No, I must be saved by Christ from first to last.



Allowing, then, that you were first turned by the grace of God, are you not in some way or other 
to keep yourself by your own power?

No.

What then, are you to be upheld every hour and every moment by God, as much as an infant in 
its mother's arms?

Yes, altogether.

And is all your hope in the grace and mercy of God to preserve you unto His heavenly kingdom?

Yes, I have no hope but in Him.

Then, Sir, with your leave I will put up my dagger again; for this is all my Calvinism; this is my 
election my justification by faith, my final perseverance: it is in substance all that I hold, and as I 
hold it; and therefore, if you please, instead of searching out terms and phrases to be a ground 
of contention between us, we will cordially unite in those things where in we agree.  

(H. G. Moule, Charles Simeon, 79ff.)



British Evangelical Voluntary Societies, founded 1785-1831

Society for the Support and Encouragement of Sunday Schools (1785)
Society for Effecting the Abolition of the Slave Trade (1787)
Baptist Missionary Society (1792)
Cheap Repository Tracts (1795)
Society for Bettering the Condition and Increasing the Comforts of the Poor (1796)
London Missionary Society (1797)
Church Missionary Society (1799)
Society for the Suppression of Vice (1802)
Sunday School Union (1803)
British and Foreign Bible Society (1804)
Society for Promoting the Observance of the Christian Sabbath (1809)
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (1824)
Lord’s Day Observance Society (1831)
British and Foreign Temperance Society (1831)



Some Key Characteristics of Early Nineteenth-Century Evangelical Leaders

3. An Embrace of Both the Other-Worldliness of Christianity
and Societal Transformation



...the sense in which Christian parents would wish to impress on 

their children, to know the world, is to know its emptiness, its vanity, 

its futility, and its wickedness. To know it is to despise it; and in this 

view, an obscure Christian in a village may be said to know it better 

than a hoary courtier, or wily politician; for how can they be said to 

know it, who go on to love it, to value it, to be led captive by its 

allurements, to give their soul in exchange for its lying promises?

[Hannah More, Strictures on the Modern System of Female Education (1799)]





Some Key Characteristics of Early Nineteenth-Century Evangelical Leaders

4. An Embrace of Both an Affective and Intellectual
Approach to the Christian Faith



God affects the conscience and the heart, and through them the 

reason.  He proposes nothing but what reason, as grace grows, will 

yield to.

[Josiah Pratt, in Notes of the Eclectic Society (1801)]



Comfort is not only connected with sanctification, but is a means of 

sanctification.  The joy of the Lord is your strength.  You invigorate 

your child by speaking lovingly to him.  I cannot do so much for God 

when my habit of mind is in an uncomfortable frame, as when 

cheerful.

[D. Wilson, in Notes of the Eclectic Society (1804)]



Some Key Characteristics of Early Nineteenth-Century Evangelical Leaders

5. A Conscious Effort to Study the Culture







Some Key Characteristics of Early Nineteenth-Century Evangelical Leaders

6. An Intentional Banding Together with Like-Minded 
Leaders



Battersea Rise, Henry Thornton’s home in Clapham Village and
home base for the ‘Clapham Sect’



Founding meeting of the Church Missionary Society 
at Aldersgate St, London, 12 April 1799




