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Biblical foundations



Human Dignity (Gen 1:26, 27; Ps 24:1) 

• Michelangelo 

• Sydenham 



The Imago Dei and the Sanctity of Life 

‘So God created mankind in his own image, 
in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them.’

(Genesis 1:27) 

‘Whoever sheds human blood, by humans 
shall their blood be shed;

for in the image of God has God made 
mankind.’ 

(Genesis 9:6) 



The sanctity of life 

• All human beings are made in the image of God  (Genesis 1:27)

• Taking the life of innocent human being intentionally is forbidden –
even on request (Genesis 9:6; Exodus  20:13; Deuteronomy 5:17)

• The Bible only sanctions the killing of ‘guilty’ human beings in 
specific circumstances (capital punishment, holy war, self-defence) 

• Ratsach and Phoneuo - (Exodus 21:12-14; Leviticus 24:17-21; 
Numbers 35:16-31; Deuteronomy 19:4-13)



The reason for the exile 

‘Surely these things happened to Judah according to 
the LORD’s command, in order to remove them from 
his presence because of the sins of Manasseh and all 

he had done, including the shedding of innocent 
blood. For he had filled Jerusalem with innocent 
blood, and the LORD was not willing to forgive.’

(2 Kings 24:3,4)



A Christ-like approach

• Sharing the mind of Christ

• Holding the commands of Christ

• Displaying the character of Christ

• Carrying the cross of Christ



Christ-like mind

• Creation - created ‘image bearers’

• Humanity - fallen from grace (flawed 
masterpieces)

• Redemption - science, technology, God’s 
wisdom and rebirth

• Future hope - resurrection into the new 
creation



Christ-like obedience

• Human Dignity (Genesis 1:27)
- respect, wonder, protection, empathy

• Complementarity of the sexes (Genesis 1:27) 

• Stewardship and Science (Genesis 1:28)
• Sanctity of Life (Exodus 20:13)
• Marital purity (Genesis 2:24)
• Children as gift (Psalm 127:3-5)
• Confidentiality (Exodus 34:6-7)
• Justice and equity(2 Chronicles 19:7)
• Ends and means (Romans 3:8)



Life before birth

• Over 60 biblical references to ‘conception’ 

• Life before birth (Is 49:1; Je 1:5; Jb 10:8-9, 18-19; Gn 25:22-23; 
Ps 22:9,10, 51:5, 71:6, 119:73, 139:13-16; Ec 11:5; Is 44:2,34; Ho 
12:3) 

• Jesus present in the womb in the first month (Mt 1:18; Lk 1:15, 41-
44)

• Jesus ‘became flesh’ in a moment of time (John 1:14; Aorist tense) 
and was ‘made like his brothers in every way (Hebrews 2:17)



Status of the Embryo 

Flawed arguments for demeaning the embryo

• Only potential human beings

• Not capable of independent existence

• Not rational or communicative

• High mortality

• Arguments from twinning

• Conception is a process 

• ‘Theological arguments’



Christ-like character

• Imitators of God (Matthew 5:48; 1 Corinthians 11:1; Ephesians 5:1,2)

• Character of God (Exodus 34:6,7)

• Fruit of the spirit (Galatians 5:22-23)



Christ-like cross-bearing

• John 8:1-11 and the third way 

• Suffering to provide the compassionate 
third way 

• Suffering in standing up for Christian 
values in the face of persecution 



A changing culture 





Theism

God All powerful creator

Moral good In line with God’s character

Life after death Judgement and heaven/hell

Human beings Beings made to worship God 

Truth Revealed by God 



Atheism 

God Doesn’t exist 

Moral good Determined by human beings

Life after death Nothing 

Human beings Higher animals 

Truth Discovered by observation (or derived 
from ideology) 



C19 challenges to Christian theism

• The Enlightenment made human reason the highest authority 

• Darwin’s theory of evolution provided a basis for believing in a 
Godless universe (1859)

• Higher criticism undermined belief in biblical authority (C19)



Richard Dawkins’ critique of Christianity 

The theory of evolution explains 
biological complexity 

The Bible is unreliable 

The Christian God is immoral 



The politicisation of Darwinism

• Secular/Materialist

1. Humans are just one of many species and the value of human 
life depends on its quality 

2. Only some human lives are persons worthy of respect 

3. The weak should be sacrificed for the strong

• Christian/Hippocratic

1. Human beings are made in God’s image and all human life is of 
infinite value  

2. Every human life is a person worthy of respect 

3. The strong should make sacrifices for the weak 



Secular bioethics

• Binding and Hoche – ‘Life unworthy of life’ 

• Watson and Crick – infanticide 

• Peter Singer – ‘Quality of Life’ and 
‘Speciesism’ 

• Technology, autonomy and relativism





Europe is an end-stage culture

• The three ‘exchanges’ of Romans 1:18-32 (‘God gave them up’ – 24, 26, 28) 

- God for idols (23)

- Truth for lies (25)

- Natural for unnatural (26)

• The three key markers of ‘Amorite’ (pagan) culture 

- Idolatry 

- Sexual immorality 

- The shedding of innocent blood (esp child sacrifice) 

Camille Paglia Video on transgender and cultural collapse (2016)



The foundations are being destroyed 

‘For look, the wicked bend their bows;
they set their arrows against the strings

to shoot from the shadows
at the upright in heart.

When the foundations are being destroyed,
what can the righteous do?’

(Psalm 11:2,3)



Destroyed Foundations 

• Theism (Genesis 1:1)

• Man in God’s image (Genesis 1:27)

• The binary nature of sexuality (Genesis 1:27) 

• Stewardship (Genesis 1:28) 

• Marriage (Genesis 2:24) 

• The sanctity of life (Genesis 9:5,6)



Being advocates 

‘Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves,
for the rights of all who are destitute.’

(Proverbs 31:8)

Rescue those being led away to death; hold back those 
staggering toward slaughter.

(Proverbs 24:11)



The erosion of respect for 
human life 



Hippocratic Oath – 600 BC

‘I will give no deadly 
medicine to anyone if 
asked nor suggest such 
counsel’; nor in like manner 
will I give a woman a 
pessary to produce 
abortion’



Declaration of Geneva 

• I will maintain the utmost respect for human life from the time 
of conception, even under threat, I will not use my medical 
knowledge contrary to the laws of humanity; 

• I will maintain the utmost respect for human life from its 
beginning even under threat and I will not use my medical 
knowledge contrary to the laws of humanity; 

(Changes 1948-1994)





Abortion worldwide 

• 43 million abortions each year

• 57 million deaths each year from all other causes

• 6 million deaths from COVID in 2 years  

• 55 million deaths in WW2

• Abortion banned in only 26 countries

• UN/UNFPA/IPPF pushing for more legalisation





Abortion worldwide

• Russia tightened its abortion laws ten 
years ago

• 160 million missing women in 
China/India 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-aphVqmGw95Q/TkBkWyr2KrI/AAAAAAAAAlg/Po_ePkER3k0/s1600/Abortion%2Bin%2BChina.png
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-c8Iemqj6u-0/Tb57EDD0GXI/AAAAAAAAAWg/jX7oQC5T3V0/s1600/Putin.jpg




Artificial reproduction 

• Fuelled by delayed reproduction, STIs and fall in babies for 
adoption

• 5 million babies worldwide 

• Sperm and egg donation 

• IVF, GIFT etc 

• Commercial surrogacy



Prenatal selection 

• Down syndrome, spina bifida, 
cystic fibrosis 

• 8,000 genetic diseases

• Embryo screening, chorion villus 
biopsy, amniocentesis and 
ultrasound

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.scumdoctor.com/images/disease/Down-Syndrome-And-Caries.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.scumdoctor.com/disease-prevention/down-syndrome/index.html&usg=__8DP00nILBQ9NaorhxOWwxqn1iac=&h=300&w=300&sz=70&hl=en&start=1&sig2=5AgxuPysY9XpNoQTYrn0Iw&um=1&tbnid=XVn4flx9_pMGyM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=116&prev=/images%3Fq%3Ddown%2Bsyndrome%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26um%3D1&ei=BUvOSYkyy9H5BozS5bcG


Contraception

• Condoms 

• Post-coital contraceptives 

• ‘Reproductive health services’, 
population control and the IPPF/UNFPA



Where is euthanasia/assisted suicide legal?

• Assisted Suicide only 

– Ten US States, Switzerland, Austria

• Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide 

– Canada, Netherlands, Luxembourg, Spain 

• Euthanasia only 

– Belgium

















The most effective 
arguments against 

legalising euthanasia 



Which battles are most easily winnable?

Where we have secular cobelligerents and the church 

has made as stand 

• Euthanasia – vulnerable people, difficulties in containment, law works

• Conversion therapy – lack of evidence, overreaching opposition, autonomy 

• Transgender – ROGD, desistance, de-transitioning, feminist and LGB opposition 

• Freedom of speech - autonomy

• Sexual morality - #metoo, sex abuse scandals, feminism



Co-belligerence

‘A co-belligerent is a person with whom I do not agree on 
all sorts of vital issues, but who, for whatever reasons of 
their own, is on the same side in a fight for some specific 

issue of public justice.’ 

(Francis Schaeffer) 

‘The enemy of my enemy is my friend’





Co-belligerence

• Iraq War, Sunday trading, World poverty, Free speech, 
Euthanasia

• Enables joint action, pooled resources, communal work, strength 
in numbers, neutralises opposition, controls messaging  

• Risks dilution, tension and compromise 



Which battles are least easily winnable?

• Abortion

• Same sex marriage  

Where we have few or no secular cobelligerents and 
where the church is seriously compromised 



The key arguments against euthanasia     

• A change in the law would place vulnerable people under pressure to 
request early death – therefore it should not be changed for a few 
persistent cases 

• Incremental extension is inevitable once euthanasia/PAS is allowed in 
any circumstances 

• Requests for euthanasia are extremely rare when patients needs fully 
met – therefore we need good palliative care

• The current law is clear and right and works – it tempers justice with 
mercy 





1. Vulnerable people will feel pressure 

• Any change in the law to allow assisted suicide or euthanasia 
would place pressure on vulnerable people to end their lives for 
fear of being a financial, emotional or care burden upon others. 
This would especially affect people who are disabled, elderly, 
sick or depressed.

• Carers, relatives and health professionals would also feel 
pressure to participate 



2. Incremental extension is inevitable

• Autonomy and compassion arguments can be applied widely 

• Logical ‘mission creep’ using equality law  

- Terminally ill to chronically ill

- Adults to children 

- Mentally competent to mentally incompetent

• Proposed safeguards don’t work and aren’t safe 



Incremental Extension 

• Better to call it ‘mission creep’ or ‘incremental extension’ 
rather than ‘slippery slope’

• We see all of the following: 

• An increase in the number of cases 

• Spread to new categories of people

• A change in the public conscience 



Proposed safeguards don’t work 

- ‘terminally ill’

- ‘mentally competent’

- ‘adult’ 

- storage of lethal drugs 

- witness statements 

- record keeping 



Belgium - >24,000 euthanasia 
deaths since legalization  



3. Good Palliative Care is better  

• Mum wanted to die, but 
convincing her to live gave us 
both a gift beyond measure...

(Baroness Ilora Finlay; Daily 
Mail 19 March 2010) 



Symptoms can be relieved 

• Pain, nausea and other distressing symptoms can be treated 

• Less than ten in 20,000 dying patients have ongoing requests for ‘assisted 
dying’

• It’s about the person not the disease 

• You can kill the pain without killing the patient 



The real reasons are not medical 

• In Oregon the most common reasons for wanting assisted suicide 
are:

• decreasing enjoyment of life (90.1%)

• loss of autonomy (88.7%) 

• loss of dignity (74.6%)

• We should not be providing lethal injections for what are in reality 
spiritual problems! 



4. The current UK law works well

• Strong deterrent 

• Discretion in sentencing 

• Discretion in prosecuting 

• ‘Stern face and kind heart’ 
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There are limits to freedom 

• In a free and democratic society there are limits to personal 
freedom. That is why we have laws!

• We are not entitled to freedoms which endanger the reasonable 
freedoms of others 



Mobilising a silent 
church





Four pitfalls for Christians 

• Situation Ethics - ‘All that matters is love’ 

• Cheap grace - ‘We are not under law but grace ’

• Diversity - ‘Ethics is a secondary issue over which Christians may 
disagree’ 

• Personal pietism - ‘The world is not our problem and we should not 
impose our morality’ 



Situation Ethics 

• Situation ethics says, ‘All that matters is love’ (Joseph Fletcher) 

• It’s true that love sums up the law (Mt 22:37-40; Gal 5:6, 14)

• But love goes beyond the law (Mt 5:20, 23:23; 1 Cor 4:16, 11:1; Eph
5:1,2; 1 Jn 2:6)

• And the law against killing is upheld in the NT (Mt 5:21-22; Rom 
13:9,10; Jas 2:8-11; Rev 21:8,22:15)



Cheap grace 

• Cheap grace says, ‘We are not under law but grace ’

• It’s true that we are saved by grace through faith and not by 
good works (Rom 5:1,2; Gal 2:16; Eph 2:8,9)

• But genuine faith is evidenced by repentance (turning from 
sin) and a changed life (Gal 5:16-26; Eph 2:10; Jas 2:14-26)

• The disobedient will not inherit the Kingdom of God (1 Cor 
6:9,10; Gal 5:19-21; Rev 21:8, 22:15)



Diversity

• Diversity says, ‘Ethics is a secondary issue over which Christians may 
disagree’ 

• It’s true that there are secondary issues over which Christians may 
legitimately disagree (Rom 14; 1 Cor 8:1-13, 10:23-33) 

• But this is nowhere taught about the shedding of innocent blood (Mt 
5:21-22; Rom 13:9-14; Jas 2:8-11; Rev 21:8,22:15)



Personal Pietism

• Personal pietism says, ‘The world is not our problem and we should 
not impose our morality’ 

• It is true that we are not of this world but citizens of God’s Kingdom 
(Heb 11:16; 1 Pet 2:9,10)

• But as aliens and exiles we are to seek the good of the city in which 
we are placed (1 Pet 2:11-17; Je 29:7) and have a duty to seek justice 
(Mi 6:8; Amos 5:14,15,24; Pr 31:8,9) 



Questions and discussion 




