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1. The power 
of writing 





Writing that changed the world 

▪ The Analects – Confucius 

▪ Elements – Euclid 

▪ The Republic – Plato 

▪ The Qur’an – Muhammad 

▪ Mein Kampf – Adolf Hitler 

▪ The Communist Manifesto – Friedrich Engels and Karl Marx 

▪ The Little Red Book – Mao Tse-tung 

▪ The American Constitution – James Madison 



Writing that shaped cultures

▪ Comedies, Histories & Tragedies - William Shakespeare

▪ The Origin of the Species – Charles Darwin 

▪ The Second Sex – Simone Beauvoir 

▪ Gender Trouble – Judith Butler 

▪ The Selfish Gene – Richard Dawkins 



World’s most influential book 

▪ The Bible 

▪ 3,384 translations

▪ 5 billion copies sold 

▪ Jerome (Latin Vulgate), Erasmus 

(Greek New Testament), Tyndale, 
Luther 

▪ The Book that made your world -

‘Vishal Mangalwadi’ 



The Power of God’s Word 

▪ Creates of the universe (Genesis 1:1) 

▪ Sustains all things (Hebrews 1:3) 

▪ Discerns all thoughts (Hebrews 4:12) 

▪ Becomes Flesh (John 1:14) 

▪ Brings new life (John 6:63) 

▪ Teaches, Reproves, Corrects, Trains (2 Timothy 3:16, 17)



The Power of God’s Word 

‘As the rain and the snow come down from heaven,

and do not return to it without watering the earth

and making it bud and flourish,

so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,

so is my word that goes out from my mouth:

It will not return to me empty,

but will accomplish what I desire

and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.’

(Isaiah 55:10,11) 



The Apostle Paul – Persuasion  

‘Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to 
persuade others. What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is 

also plain to your conscience.’

(2 Corinthians 5:11) 

‘The weapons of our warfare are not the weapons of the world. 
Instead, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We 

tear down arguments and every presumption set up against the 
knowledge of God; and we take captive every thought to make 

it obedient to Christ.’

(2 Corinthians 10:4,5) 



Influential Christian Authors – Older  

▪ Jonathan Edwards – Religious Affections 

▪ John Owen – The mortification of sin 

▪ Augustine – Confessions, City of God 

▪ Martin Luther – 95 Theses

▪ John Calvin - Institutes of the Christian Religion



Influential Christian Authors – Modern 

▪ CS Lewis 

▪ Francis Schaeffer 

▪ John Stott 

▪ JI Packer 

▪ Josh McDowell 

▪ Don Carson 

▪ John Piper



Why write? (George Orwell) 

▪ Sheer egoism

▪ Aesthetic enthusiasm

▪ Historical impulse

▪ Political purpose



George Orwell – ‘Why I write’

▪ Political purpose – using the word ‘political’ in the widest 
possible sense. Desire to push the world in a certain 
direction, to alter other people’s idea of the kind of society 
that they should strive after. 

‘The Spanish war and other events in 1936-37 turned the 
scale and thereafter I knew where I stood. Every line of 
serious work that I have written since 1936 has been 

written, directly or indirectly, against totalitarianism and for 
democratic socialism.’ 



Why should you write?

▪ To persuade others in order to change their thinking 
and behaviour

▪ To teach the truth (because truth sets people free 
(John 8:32)) 

▪ To counter wrong ideas (because lies enslave) 



Exercise 1 

Share in small groups

▪ Which writers have most inspired you and why?

▪ What sort of writing have you done already?

▪ Why have you come to this workshop?



2. What when and 
where?



What should you write about?

▪ What life-giving truths do you feel passionate about? 

▪ What enslaving lies do you feel angry about? 

▪ What is your area of expertise?

▪ What important issues are others not addressing? 

▪ What talks or drafts could you adapt?



When should you write?

▪ When the issue is relevant 

▪ When you feel most passionate about it 

▪ When God prompts you to do so 

▪ But you have to make time to do it

▪ Make it a regular part of your life 



Where should you write?

▪ Where you can get published 

▪ Where you can best target your desired audience

▪ But depends on topic, format and audience 

▪ For a mailing list (eg. mailchimp) 



Where should you write?

▪ Social Media – Twitter, Facebook and Blog

▪ Friendly publications 

▪ Targeted publications 

▪ Public domain 



Print Media - Find out what kind of 
article/piece it is 

Letters column 

Rapid responses online 

Balancing quotes 

Head-to-head 

Op-ed piece 

Headline news 

Personal interest story 

Regular column – eg. ‘Thunderer’ 

Style and political positioning 



My own main focus

▪ Target audience – Christian doctors and medical 
students and thinking Christian non-medics

▪ Topics – Issues at the interface of Christianity and 
medicine but especially life issues 

▪ Format – Articles, blog posts, papers and booklets 

▪ Level – Popular rather than academic 























Exercise 2 

Write down your goals

▪ Why do you want to write? 

▪ Who do you most want to influence?

▪ How much time do you want to spend on writing?

▪ On what subjects do you want to concentrate?

▪ What publication(s) would be most suitable?

▪ What are you specific writing goals

▪ For the next six months?

▪ For the next six years?



3. The writing 
process



The writing process – five stages 

▪ Setting the brief 

▪ Doing the research 

▪ Planning the structure 

▪ Writing the article 

▪ Rewriting the article 



Setting the brief

▪ What is my message?

▪ Write it down in <10 words containing a verb 

▪ Who is my audience?

▪ What’s the length?

▪ What’s the deadline?

Be prepared to adapt as you proceed



Doing the Research
▪ Two main problems 

▪ Using research as an excuse for not writing

▪ Letting research expand beyond the time available 

▪ The key is to research the brief and not the subject 
▪ Decide on your destination and set a time limit 
▪ Formulate the specific questions you want to answer 

▪ Seek the answers to those specific questions 

▪ Avenues of enquiry 
▪ Your own files and notes 
▪ Books and journals (Your own and library) 
▪ Electronic – internet 

▪ Conference and sermon notes 
▪ Your own previous writing / talks

Don’t get distracted / Be focused 



Planning the Structure 

▪ The three elements in a successful price of journalistic writing are:

▪ The Hook – Grab their attention 

▪ The Argument – Maintain their interest 

▪ The Punch – Make them go on thinking 

▪ Avoid specialist structure such as:

▪ IMRAD (Introduction, Methods, Results and Discussion)

▪ IBPSS (Introduction, Background, Problems, Summary, Solution)  

You want them to read the whole piece effortlessly! 



Planning the Structure 

▪ The Hook 

▪ Six words to grab attention 

▪ Newspaper headlines 

▪ Editorial subtitles

▪ A gripping illustration or the argument in microcosm

▪ The Argument
▪ Bones (argument) and Flesh (illustrative material) 

▪ Start paragraphs with key sentences (highlighter test) 

▪ Be ruthless with extraneous material

▪ Make every sentence count 

▪ Use a clearly visible structure 

▪ The Punch
▪ Your message in words they won’t forget

▪ A searching question  



Great opening lines

To create a hook, you need to get your reader’s attention

▪ 'It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks were striking 
thirteen’

▪ 'Mother died today. Or maybe, yesterday; I can't be sure’

▪ 'It was a queer, sultry summer, the summer they electrocuted 
the Rosenbergs, and I didn’t know what I was doing in New 
York'



Writing exercise 
The Association of Christian health experts (ACHE) has just appointed a new financial advisor, Mr 
Ben Ainslie. 

Write the opening and closing sentence of a 600 article introducing him to members. 

The Association of Christian health experts (ACHE) has just appointed a new financial advisor, Mr 
Ben Ainslie. He is to start on 1 June and will have the following responsibilities:

– Management of ACHE’s share portfolio 

– Setting the annual budget 

– Overseeing ACHE’s three full time accountants 

– Internal Audit 

Mr Ainslie qualified in 1998 as a chartered accountant whilst working for Arthur Grabbit and co and 
then later spend ten years with Darings Bank before becoming chief accountant for TEAM Fund 
(The Evangelical Alliance Mission Fund). He also offers financial advice to other organisations. He 
lives with his wife and three sons in Fareham, Hampshire. A keen yachtsman, he won a gold medal 
in the Finn class at the London Olympics in 2012.



The first draft 

▪ Be creative not critical. Set enough time aside to write it 

preferably in one sitting. Let it flow. 

▪ Three prerequisites 
▪ A means of recording the words 

▪ A plan (See ‘Setting the brief’)

▪ Peace and quiet 

▪ Overcome writer’s block by just writing 

▪ Come back to it when you are fresh



Rewriting 

▪ Do nothing at first. Put it away. 

▪ Self criticism – Shorten to length and make changes 

▪ Criticism by others – find regular advisors 

▪ Expert advisor – factual errors 

▪ Nit-picking advisor – errors of spelling and grammar 

▪ Style advisor – clumsy sentence structure 

▪ Political correctness advisor – who will this offend?

▪ Warm fuzzy advisor – encouraging you to keep going 

▪ Expect to make lots of changes 

▪ Making a good piece better 



Summary - How should I write? 

▪ To fit the chosen medium and audience 

▪ What is my message?

▪ Who is my audience?

▪ What level should I write? 

▪ Clearly and simply

▪ With a title aimed to attract

▪ What do I want them to do? 

▪ With a hook, argument and punch…



Exercise 3 

▪ Write out the key message of your article in fewer 
than 10 words containing a verb

▪ Highlight the main sentences in your article – are they 
prominent in the structure 

▪ Look at the first and last sentence – how could they 
be improved?



Exercise 4

Take ten minutes to go over the piece of writing you 
brought with you:

▪ Does it fit the brief for the medium / publication in 
which it was published?

▪ Does it focus on a particular readership [if so, which]?

▪ What sort of structure does it have? 

▪ Looking at it again, what would you change?



4. Improving your 
writing



How do I improve my writing?

▪ Some people are natural writers – but writing is also 
a learned skill… 

▪ Read good writers 

▪ Experiment with different methods 

▪ Find a regular outlet for your writing 

▪ Find a ‘critical friend’ to help you 

▪ Put aside time to do it (discipline) 

▪ Practise, practise and practise… 



Effective writing style – Key points 

▪ Short logical sentences 

▪ Active not passive 

▪ Positives not negatives 

▪ Simple words 

▪ Be specific 



Short and long sentences

I looked out of the window to see what the weather was like and because it was 
fine I grabbed hold of my fishing rod, ran out of the door, and started hurrying 
across the fields toward the river.

I looked out of the window to see what the weather was like. It was fine. So I 
grabbed hold of my fishing rod, ran out of the door, and started hurrying across 
the fields toward the river. 

Saunders was a political hireling. His enemies recognised this and accused him 
accordingly. 

Saunders enemies accused him of being a political hireling. He was. 



Writing Style

Use active voice for verbs rather than passive wherever possible 

Pray that decisions will be made

vs

Pray that we will make decisions 

Pray that she will be guided by him 

vs 

Pray that he will guide her



Some things to avoid 

▪ Uniform sentence length 

▪ Repetition of words

▪ Cliches 

▪ Unnecessary changes of tense 

▪ Dead words (very, quite, extremely, just, rather, really) 

▪ Unspecific words (e.g. ‘thing’, ‘says’, ‘gets’)

▪ Inflated words (‘owing to the fact that’, ‘for the purpose of’)



Write Music

https://www.aerogrammestudio.com/2014/08/05/this-sentence-has-five-words/

This sentence has five words. Here are five more words. Five-word sentences are fine. But 
several together become monotonous. Listen to what is happening. The writing is getting 
boring. The sound of it drones. It’s like a stuck record. The ear demands some variety. 

Now listen. I vary the sentence length, and I create music. Music. The writing sings. It has 
a pleasant rhythm, a lilt, a harmony. I use short sentences. And I use sentences of 
medium length. And sometimes, when I am certain the reader is rested, I will engage him 
with a sentence of considerable length, a sentence that burns with energy and builds with 
all the impetus of a crescendo, the roll of the drums, the crash of the cymbals–sounds 
that say listen to this, it is important.

So, write with a combination of short, medium and long sentences. Create a sound that 
pleases the reader's ear. Don't just write words. Write music.



Paint pictures with words

‘They had a house of crystal pillars on the planet Mars by 
the edge of an empty sea…’

Ray Bradbury – The Martian Chronicles

‘To begin at the beginning: It is spring, moonless night in 
the small town, starless and bible-black, the cobble streets 
silent and the hunched, courters’ and rabbits’ wood limping 
invisible down to the sloeblack, slow, black, crowblack, 
fishingboat-bobbing sea.’

Dylan Thomas – Under Milk Wood



Writing style

▪ Using shorter words can increase clarity
▪ ‘The infant observed the juvenile canine consuming its repast’
▪ ‘The baby watched the young dog eating its meal’

▪ But words that are too simple lack colour 
▪ ‘The dog ate its dinner’
▪ ‘The Doberman gulped down a plucked chicken’

▪ As a rule – use a varied vocabulary in your writing

▪ Rewrite this sentence to add more colour and detail 
▪ ‘The man got into his car’



Gunning Fog Index

1. Take a passage of text at least 100 words 

2. Divide the total number of words in the sample by the total number of sentences. 
This will give you the Average Sentence Length (ASL).

3. Count the number of words that contain three or more syllables that are not proper 
nouns, combinations of easy or hyphenated words or familiar jargon. 

4. Divide that number by the total number of words in the sample passage and multiply 
by 100. This will give you the Percent Hard Words (PHW).

Gunning Fog Index formula: Grade level= 0.4 (ASL + PHW).



Gunning readability scores
Numbers roughly correspond to years of formal education needed to read

▪ 11 – a 16-year-old school leaver
▪ 12-13 – a final year college student 
▪ 16-17 a university graduate
▪ Average UK reading age = 9

The Sun reading age = 8, The Guardian = 12
For general readership – max 12
For near universal - max 7-8

Generally – 9-12 is a good target range



High fog factor writing
‘Although holistic care is often associated with fringe therapies, authors usually 
acknowledge that nursing and medical practise may be described as holistic 
without implying complementary or alternative therapy and Holmes identifies the 
holistic approach as the cornerstone of both nursing and alternative therapies. 
The word holistic is thus used in relation to both the philosophy of holism and 
alternative therapies and, not surprisingly, is therefore a source of much 
confusion in nursing and medical literature. Neither discourse has identified the 
level meaning or context in which they conceptualise or utilise the philosophy of 
holism compounding confusion and inviting criticism. The present paper outlines 
these criticisms in relation to nursing and attempts to unravel some of the 
confusion.’ 

From a Nursing Journal – Fog factor 23 

Cf The Ten Commandments (5.6); The Beatitudes (7.2) – God speaks clearly!!!



How many style errors can you spot in 
this passage? How could you improve it?

'It was the general consensus that all this pushback had 
paradoxically been helpful because it clearly demonstrated that 
what had previously been denied – that traditional church 
teaching and those who taught it would not be attacked and 
potentially criminalised – is exactly what had happened and 
would happen if what the ban’s proponents desire is actually 
enacted in law.'

‘Most agreed that fighting the proposed ban would make it more 
likely that the new law would discriminate against Christians’



Exercise 5

Take ten minutes to go over the piece of writing you 
brought with you:

▪ Highlight the issues of style that could be improved 
(passives, sentence length, repeated words, fog factor 
etc) 

▪ How might you rewrite the article to address these?



5. Where to from 
here?



What most helped me as a writer? 

▪ Having a message I was passionate to deliver 

▪ Wanting to influence others 

▪ Finding a critical encourager 

▪ Discovering friendly outlets to write in 

▪ Becoming an editor and being able to shape a publication



What most helped me as a writer? 

▪ Getting involved in social media

▪ Starting my own blog 

▪ Getting into a position of influence 

▪ Making a regular commitment to write even when busy 

▪ Seeing ways to encourage others 



How to get published 

▪ Choose the appropriate publication 

▪ Write to length 

▪ Meet the deadline

▪ Write clearly and colourfully 

▪ Use the in-house style



Style guide

Follow the basic style of the publication

Referencing styles

Punctuation preferences (use of quote marks “” or ‘’, N-dash –
vs. M-dash—, etc)

Spelling preferences (US v British, etc.)



How to get read

▪ Use a provocative title

▪ Begin and end well and use a logical structure

▪ Use social media – especially Facebook and Twitter

▪ Use influencers who will promote you 

▪ Help and promote others (Matthew 7:12)



















Why give a Platform to Others? 

▪ Increases your kind of thought leader output 

▪ Increases your own reach and influence

▪ Expresses your position better than you can

▪ Signals where you stand on an issue 

▪ Makes it easier to retrieve later 



Why give a Platform to Others? 

▪ Encourages those with a message to stand up 

▪ Helps develop young authors 

▪ Provides an opportunity for those who need it

▪ Models Christian servant leadership  

▪ Helps you not to get isolated as an writer 



How do you give a platform to others?

▪ Tweet links to their material 

▪ Repost their material on your organisational blog 

▪ Commission an article from them 

▪ Invite them to lead a webinar

▪ Run a seminar like this!



Exercise 6 

▪ Take five minutes to write the three main teaching 
points you are taking away from this workshop

▪ What three things are you going to do to take your 
writing forward to the next level?

▪ Share these in small groups and pray for each other



Your questions? 


