The Preservation of the Qur’an

Muslims claim that the current Qur’an is identical to a copy on a tablet kept in heaven. Is this claim supported by internal evidence? If so, why do we have so many versions of the Qur’an? Why have there been at least four recensions of the Qur’an? This session will answer these questions and more as we evaluate the authenticity of Islam’s holy book and how it should shape our apologetics.
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Muslims claim that the Qur’an passed to Muhammad by Jibril has been so well preserved, that it is the same Qur’an word for word, which we have between our hands today.

What substance does such a claim possesses.

We will be looking at Muslim Scripture (Qur’an, Hadith, Tafsir and Sira) to see if Islam speaks with one voice on this subject.

1. Historical Evidence

In scrutinizing this claim we will be looking to history, with all its evidential tools to see if the historical record back this claim up.
The Muslim narrative supports three collations.


2. The Qira’at and Riwayat and the Seven letters of the Qur’an.

How many ways can a verse pf the Qur’an be read?


3. Arabic Grammar

Does the Qur’an respect Arabic Grammar.


4. Copyists

Did Muslim copyists make mistakes


5. Lost parts of the Qur’an

What does the Traditional Muslim Narrative say about lost parts of the Qur’an.


6. Surviving Manuscripts


7. How much agreement is there between the various surviving codices of the Qur’an.


8. Questions
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