
Wise Church 
Planting

The 7 main pitfalls to avoid 

when starting new churches 



four internal pitfalls:
Inside the planter and the church

▪ #1. CHARACTER: 

Admiring gifting over godliness 
derails planters and plants
Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the 
husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not a drunkard, not 
violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 

1 Tim3v2-3
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four internal pitfalls:
Inside the planter and the church

▪ #2. GIFTING: 
Planters need to know their strengths 
and be honest about, and seek help 
around, their weaknesses
Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility 
toward one another, for “God opposes the 
proud but gives grace to the humble.

1 Peter 5v5
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four internal pitfalls:
Inside the planter and the church

▪ #3. DISUNITY: 

A staggering number of planters 
identify disunity as a major pitfall
Put on the whole armour of God, that you 
may be able to stand against the schemes of 
the devil. Eph 6v11
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four internal pitfalls:
Inside the planter and the church

▪ #4. PRIORITY: 

Planters can drift into trusting things 
other than the gospel to bear fruit 

But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the 

ministry of the word. Acts 6v4

26%



- Pause -
Any initial stories, surprises, 
thoughts and reflections?



three external pitfalls:
Outside the Church Plant

▪ #5. PLANTING CULTURE: 

We must make it okay for people to 
talk about their struggles and to be 
honest about the reality of planting

If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show 
my weakness. 2 Cor 
11v30
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▪ #6. PRACTICAL ISSUES: 

Unforeseen challenges, finances, 
staffing needs are all major hurdles 
in the work of planting
Give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my 
daily bread. Otherwise, I may have too much and disown 
you and say, ‘Who is the Lord?’ Or I may become poor and 
steal, and so dishonour the name of my God.

Prov 30v8-9

three external pitfalls:
Outside the Church Plant
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▪ #7. PARENT-CHURCH RELATIONSHIP: 

A clear and thriving plant and parent church 
relationship is one key to church planting 
health

Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction

and do not forsake your mother’s teaching.

Proverbs 1v8-9 

three external pitfalls:
Outside the Church Plant
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- Pause -
Any more stories, surprises, 
thoughts and reflections?


