The Character of the Leader

As leaders, we're all deeply conscious of the challenges and responsibilities of leadership in a volatile and uncertain world. This session will reflect on the essential character of a leader - created, fallen, and redeemed. We will consider the importance of character for leadership in general, and prayerfully consider its impact on our own leadership.

John Stevens is the National Director of the Fellowship of Independent Evangelical Churches, a family of over 500 Bible-centred churches in the UK, a position that he has held since 2010. Prior to this he was one of the founding pastors of City Evangelical Church Birmingham, which was planted in the centre of the UK’s 2nd largest city in 1999. He was instrumental in starting the Midlands Gospel Partnership, was the course Director of the Midlands Ministry Training Course and is a visiting lecturer at Oak Hill Theological College. John is also one of the pastors of Christchurch Market Harborough, a church he helped to plant when he took up his current role.  He was converted whilst studying law at Cambridge University, and after taking a post-graduate degree at the University of Oxford worked for 16 years as a University Lecturer, ending his career as Deputy Head of the Law School at the University of Birmingham. John is married to Ursula and they have four children aged between 12 and 7. He blogs at www.john-stevens.com on theology, church life and ministry, culture and politics.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
I. Flawed Leaders 


A. Ravi Zacharias – RZIM



B. Steve Timmis – Acts 29



C. John Smyth – Iwerne Camps



D. Jonathan Fletcher – Anglican Vicar 



II. Jesus’ Teaching and Example 


A. Matthew 20v20-28



B. Philippians 2v1-11


III. Paul’s Teaching 


A. 1 Timothy 3v1-10



B. Titus 1v5-9



C. Philippians 4v4-7



IV. Peter’s Teaching


A. 1 Peter 5v1-4



V. How can we develop the character we need?


A. 2 Timothy 3v16



B. Galatians 5v16-26



C. 1 Corinthians 11v1



Suggested Readings:
Rico Tice, Faithful Leaders
Os Guiness, Character Counts
Diane Langberg, Redeeming Power: Understanding Abuse and Authority in the Church 
Simon Sinek, Leaders Eat Last
Patrick Lecioni, The Ideal Team Player 
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