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Understanding and Avoiding Apostasy 
 
Tragically several high-profile Christian leaders have fallen from the faith in the last year. This workshop 
will consider three crucial theological and pastoral questions about apostasy: (1) Why do leaders fall 
away? (2) How can we guard against falling away? (3) How should we treat those who fall away? 
 
John Stevens is the National Director of the Fellowship of Independent Evangelical Churches, a family 
of over 500 Bible-centred churches in the UK, a position that he has held since 2010. Prior to this he was 
one of the founding pastors of City Evangelical Church Birmingham, which was planted in the centre of 
the UK’s 2nd largest city in 1999. He was instrumental in starting the Midlands Gospel Partnership, was 
the course Director of the Midlands Ministry Training Course and is a visiting lecturer at Oak Hill 
Theological College. John is also one of the pastors of Christchurch Market Harborough, a church he 
helped to plant when he took up his current role.  He was converted whilst studying law at Cambridge 
University, and after taking a post-graduate degree at the University of Oxford worked for 16 years as a 
University Lecturer, ending his career as Deputy Head of the Law School at the University of 
Birmingham. John is married to Ursula and they have four children aged between 12 and 7. He blogs 
at www.john-stevens.com on theology, church life and ministry, culture and politics. 
 
 
1. Leaders who fall away 
 

a. Judas 
 
 
 

b. Peter 
 
 
 

c. Demas – 2 Timothy 4v10 
 
 
 

d. Alexander – 2 Timothy 4v14 
 
 
 

e. Hebrews  
 
 
 

2. Why do leaders fall away? 
 

a. Mark 4v1-20 
 
 
 

b. Hebrews 3v7-19; 5v11-6v12 
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c. Unbelief because of…  
 

i. False teaching 
 

ii. Suffering 
 

iii. Distraction  
 

iv. Disappointment  
 
 

3. How can we guard against apostasy? 
 

a. Have Biblical expectations of the Christian life – John 15v18-25; Acts 14v22 
 
 

b. Listen to God’s word and trust his promises – Hebrews 3v7-18 
 
 

c. Pray for Jesus’ help – Hebrews 5v14-16 
 
 

d. Encourage one another – Hebrews 3v13; 10v23-25 
 
 

e. Be honest about doubts and disappointments 
 
 

f. Keep your eyes fixed on Jesus/heaven – Hebrews 12v1-3; Romans 8v18; 2 
Corinthians 4v16-18 

 
 
4. How should we treat those who fall away? 
 

a. Intervene to save those who are falling away – Jude 22-23 
 
 

b. Seek after those who have fallen away – Matthew 18v10-14 
 
 

c. Accept that those who do not repent and return were never true believers – Hebrews 
6v4-8; 1 John 2v9 
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Suggested Readings: 
 
Peter Brain, Going the Distance – How to Stay Fit for a Lifetime of Ministry 
Paul Tripp, Dangerous Calling 
John Piper, Brothers we are not Professionals 
John Stevens, How can I be sure? 
Peter Scazzero, The Emotionally Healthy Leader 
Julian Hardyman, The Joy of Service 


