Engaging Culture: Three Effective Apologetic Strategies

We live in world of weapons of mass distraction, Facebook, Google+, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn,
Pinterest, Vine, Snapchat, YouTube, Netflix, sports, TV, and on and on. Pascal told us “that the sole
cause of man’s unhappiness is that he does not know how to stay quietly in his room” (Pensee 136).
The secular world does not want or need God in their lives, or at least that is what they think. In this
talk we will address three effective universal strategies to make a difference apologetically in this
secular culture.

Khaldoun Sweis is the former Chair and current Associate Professor of Philosophy at Olive-Harvey
College in Chicago and serves as a tutor in philosophy with Oxford University in England. He was
born in Amman, Jordan. His experience entails teaching philosophy for over a decade as well as
speaking at conferences both nationally and abroad such as in Hong Kong, Romania,
Australia and England. He has three books including Debating Christian Theism, co-edited with Chad
Meister and JP Moreland (Oxford University Press, 2013) and Christian Apologetics: An Anthology of
Primary Sources co-edited with Chad Meister (Zondervan, 2011). He recently completed Killing
God: Addressing the Seven Most Common Objections from the New Atheists (forthcoming). He is a
member of the American Philosophical Association and the Evangelical Philosophical Society.
Khaldoun’s greatest achievement is getting Luciana to marry him and being the father of his two
precious children, AnaKaterina Cosette and Daniel Zacharias.

In this presentation, we discuss the three principles that have worked in presenting in the
secular arena for the past 15 years that leave a fragrance for Christ that cannot be ignored. At
the same time this talk will help us to accept the hard truth that some people may be outside
of our particular reach at this time in their lives. So the best we can do is leave a fragrance for
Christ to continue do his work

L Strategy 1: ENGAGE
A. Sit at The Table.

B. How to get a seat at the secular public square where you will have the
attention of your secular friends

IL Strategy 2: ENQUIRE/EXPOSE
A. Turn or Flip The Table.

B. How being open to listen and taking the important questions your friends ask, turn
them around, allow people to open up to you and connect with you in a genuine and
uncontrived manner. Stand up and expose the unstable foundations of the secular
worldview, Schaeffer style.
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Strategy 3: EDIFY

A. Reach Across the Table.

B. Love individual people redemptively
Walk in wisdom toward outsiders . . . Let your speech always be gracious,
seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each

person. Col 4:5-6, “You are the redeemed by God, the salt of the earth and
light of the world” (Matt 5:13-16).
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