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The Apostles as Elders of the Universal Church and 
the Authority of the New Testament 

 
Many scholars argue that the second-century church had no direct access to the apostles. Is this 
correct? What did second-century church father Papias mean when he referred to the Elders - were 
they the apostles, or second-generation followers of Jesus? This talk will examine the relationship 
between the apostles and the next generation of church fathers. 
 
Ádám Szabados has been the Pastor at Evangelical Christian Church, Veszprém, since 1999. He is 
married to Dóra, and has two boys. He studied English literature and linguistics at the University of 
Veszprém (MA equivalent, with honours), and theology at Schloss Mittersill Study Center (Diploma 
in Biblical Studies and Culture) and at Covenant Theological Seminary (ThM in Exegetical 
Theology). He is currently doing his PhD in the area of New Testament at Károli Reformed 
University. He helped start the Hungarian Evangelical Forum and is the leader of its Steering 
Committee. His study on the Reformational understanding of sin has been published by the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences and by ProPhilosophia. He wrote a book on Eros (Erosz nyomában, Harmat 
Publishing House, 2008), which aims to address both Christians and non-Christians in their search for 
the good, the true, and the beautiful. Ádám also has a popular theological-apologetic website 
(divinity.szabadosadam.hu). 
 
 

I. The Eusebian Paradigm: Elders as Disciple of Apostles 
 

A. Eusebius, HE 3.39.3-5 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Irenaeus, AH 33.3-4 
 
 
 
 
 

II. Examining Papias’ Reference to the Elders 
 

A. Three distinctions 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Linguistic considerations 
 
 
 
 
 

C. Conclusion 
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III. Other References to the Apostles as Elders of the Church 
 

A. 1 Peter 5:1 
 
 

B. 2 John 1; 3 John 1 
 
 

C. Ignatius of Antioch 
 
 

D. Coptic Canons of Athanasius 
 
 

E. Revelation 4:4 
 
 
 
IV. Significance for our Access to Apostolic Evidence 
 

A. Closing the gap 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Apostolic “backbone” of normative tradition 
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