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Why Is Apostolic Authority so Important? 
 
This session will discuss the role of apostolic authority in laying down the foundations of the church, 
creating the documents of the New Testament Scriptures, and serving as a reference point for the rule 
of faith. This authority is especially important to understand when disagreeing with theological 
liberals and Roman Catholics. Why is this authority reliable? Why does the doctrine of apostolic 
succession contradict it? 
 
Ádám Szabados has been the Pastor at Evangelical Christian Church, Veszprém, since 1999. He is 
married to Dóra, and has two boys. He studied English literature and linguistics at the University of 
Veszprém (MA equivalent, with honours), and theology at Schloss Mittersill Study Center (Diploma 
in Biblical Studies and Culture) and at Covenant Theological Seminary (ThM in Exegetical 
Theology). He is currently doing his PhD in the area of New Testament at Károli Reformed 
University. He helped start the Hungarian Evangelical Forum and is the leader of its Steering 
Committee. His study on the Reformational understanding of sin has been published by the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences and by ProPhilosophia. He wrote a book on Eros (Erosz nyomában, Harmat 
Publishing House, 2008), which aims to address both Christians and non-Christians in their search for 
the good, the true, and the beautiful. Ádám also has a popular theological-apologetic website 
(divinity.szabadosadam.hu). 
 
 

I. Does the Church Have a Foundation? 
 
 

A. The Roman Catholic Challenge 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Liberal Challenges 
 
 
 
 
 

II. The Apostolic Foundation 
 
 

A. New Testament Evidence 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Evidence of the Fathers 
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C. Rule of Faith 
 
 
 
 
 

D. New Testament Canon 
 
 
 
 
 
III. Is The Apostolic Foundation Reliable? 

 
 

A. Historical Evidence 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Theological Arguments 
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