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• What attitudes do you encounter

on environmental issues?
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• In which ways are environmental issues

relevant for Christians to think about?

3



Outline

1 What environmental crises do we face?

2 How does our understanding of nature affect our 
response to these crises?

3 What is a biblical understanding of nature?

4 What is a Christian response to environmental crises?
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• Where nature suffers,

• people suffer.
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• What is the relationship

between humans and nature?
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• Option 1:

Anthropocentrism
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Humanity now faces a choice: we can continue 

down a path where our demands on Nature far 

exceed Nature’s capacity to supply them on a 

sustainable basis; or we can take a different 

path, one where our engagements with Nature 

are not only sustainable but also enhance our 

collective well-being and the well-being of our 

descendants.

“

”Dasgupta, P. (2021). The economics of biodiversity: The Dasgupta review. 

(London: HM Treasury.) p. 487
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One basic weakness in a conservation system based 

wholly on economic motives is that most members of 

the land community have no economic value.
“

”Leopold, A. (1949) A Sand County Almanac. Oxford University Press, New York. pp. 198
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• Option 2:

Ecocentrism
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Biotic diversity has intrinsic value, irrespective of its 

instrumental or utilitarian value. […] In emphasizing the 

inherent value of non-human life, it distinguishes the 

dualistic, exploitative world view [i.e. anthropocentrism] 

from a more unitary perspective: Species have value in 

themselves, a value neither conferred nor revocable, but 

springing from a species’ long evolutionary heritage and 

potential or even from the mere fact of its existence.

“

”Soulé, M. E. (1985). What is Conservation Biology? BioScience, 35, 727–734.
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We claim that in order to induce transformative 

change in human-nature relations we need a shift 

from a morality of utility to a morality of care, a 

reallocation of property rights, and the extension of 

the community of justice to non-human entities.

Muradian, R., & Gómez-Baggethun, E. (2021). Beyond ecosystem services and 

nature’s contributions: Is it time to leave utilitarian environmentalism behind? 

Ecological Economics, 185, 107038. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolecon.2021.107038

“

”
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But:

⚫ Why would a common evolutionary origin mean that we should 

care about non-human beings?

⚫ Are selfish humans capable of a true “morality of care”?

⚫ Both anthropocentrism and ecocentrism reflect worldviews that 

to not consider God – each put something created in the place 

of the Creator!
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• Option 3:

Theocentrism
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The Speeches out of the Whirlwind do not describe the 

beauties of nature for their own sake; they are concerned 

with nature’s God. By their sweep and majesty, the God 

Speeches underscore the insight that nature is not merely a 

mystery but a miracle as well, a cosmos marked by order 

and beauty. […]

The universe is not anthropocentric, but theocentric, with 

purposes known only to God, and which man cannot 

fathom. Man is not the goal of creation and therefore not 

the master of the cosmos.
Gordis, R. (1986). Job and Ecology (and the Significance of Job 40:15). In: Judaic 

ethics for a lawless world (pp. 189–202). Jewish Theological Seminary of America.

“

”
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In the biblical creation accounts 
(Genesis 1-2), humans are:

⚫ created alongside the animals

⚫ created “in the image of God”

⚫ given dominion over the earth

⚫ told to “work and keep” the earth

Michelangelo, “The Creation of Adam”, via Wikimedia Commons
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In the Bible, nature:

⚫ belongs to God
(e.g. Exodus 9:29, Psalm 24:1, 1 
Corinthians 10:26)

⚫ is not just about humans
(Psalm 104, Job 38-41)

⚫ is given to humans to use, 
enjoy, and steward
(e.g. Genesis 1:28-30, 2:15, Psalm 8)

⚫ is to be protected from 

human overexploitation
(e.g. Exodus 20:10, Leviticus 25:1-7, 
Deuteronomy 20:19, 22:6-7, 25:4)

Caspar David Friedrich, “Der einsame Baum”, via Wikimedia Commons
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God
Creator &

Sovereign

Human

screatures, 

imago Dei, 

stewards

Natur

ecreatures, belong to 

God,

created for God’s glory 

and humans’ benefit
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For the creation was subjected to futility […] in the hope that 

the creation itself will also be set free from the bondage of 

corruption into the glorious freedom of God’s children. For 

we know that the whole creation has been groaning together 

with labor pains until now. And not only that, but we 

ourselves who have the Spirit as the firstfruits—we also groan 

within ourselves, eagerly waiting for adoption, the 

redemption of our bodies. Now in this hope we were saved.

“

”
Romans 8:20-24, HCSB
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• It is our sin that is scarring this planet –

sin that requires redemption.
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So man has dominion over nature, but he uses it wrongly. 

The Christian is called upon to exhibit this dominion, but 

exhibit it rightly: treating the thing as having value in itself, 

exercising dominion without being destructive. The Church 

should always have taught and done this, but she has 

generally failed to do so, and we need to confess our failure.

“

”Schaeffer, F. (1970). Pollution and the Death of Man: The Christian View of Ecology. 

Tyndale House Publishers. p. 72
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• A Christian Response

30



Enjoy God’s good 

creation:

be thankful and content

Love your neighbour:

consider the consequences 

of your actions,

pursue justice

Share the hope:

God will make

everything new in Christ, 

we do not have to fear
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When you eat and are full, you will praise the LORD 

your God for the good land He has given you. […] When 

you eat and are full, and build beautiful houses to live 

in, and your herds and flocks grow large, and your silver 

and gold increases, be careful that your heart doesn’t 

become proud and you forget the LORD your God.

“

”Deuteronomy 8:10,12-14, HCSB
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“Why have we fasted, but you have not seen? We have 

denied ourselves, but you haven’t noticed!” 

“Look, you do as you please on the day of your fast, and 

oppress all your workers. […] Isn’t the fast I choose: To 

break the chains of wickedness, to untie the ropes of the 

yoke, to set the oppressed free, and to tear off every 

yoke?”

“

”Isaiah 58:3,6, HCSB
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For I will create a new heaven and a new earth; the past 

events will not be remembered or come to mind. Then 

be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I 

will create Jerusalem to be a joy and its people a 

delight. I will rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in my 

people. The sound of weeping and of crying will no 

longer be heard in her. […] People will build houses and 

live in them; they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit.

“

”Isaiah 65:17-19.21, HCSB
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• Creation Care and Christian Witness:

guarding our testimony, sharing our hope.
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We have missed the opportunity to help man save his earth. 

Not only that, but in our generation we are missing an 

evangelistic opportunity, because when modern young 

people have a real sensitivity to nature, many of them turn 

to the hippie communities or mentalities […] because they 

have seen that most Christians simply do not care about the 

beauty of nature, or nature as such.

“

”Schaeffer, F. (1970). Pollution and the Death of Man: The Christian View of Ecology. 

Tyndale House Publishers. p. 85
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People often say to me that I 

am wasting my time talking 

about environmental 

sustainability. “The world” they 

say “will never agree to take 

the necessary action.” I reply 

that I am optimistic. One 

reason I give is that I believe 

that God is committed to His 

creation and that we have a 

God-given task of being good 

stewards of creation.

“

”Houghton, J. (2007). Why care for the environment? 

Faraday Institute for Science and Religion.
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Thank you for your attention!
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