Why Christian Leaders
“Need More Friends
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Th e P ro b I e m Britain: 25% wo close friends

/> US: Quadrupled since 1440
t

# Eriendship is in decline in the \%s QL 1070 Tt aliaws wo frieuas

N5 EU: 12-40% frequewtly lonely
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Q: Why is friend decline
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Q: Does Matthew 5:46-47 rule out
preferential, reciprocal friendship?
U 2
* Context?
Luke 12:4 / John 15:15
John 11:11

Acts 19:31, 27:3
3 John
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Whatis a Friend?

W “A friend is some | can taI‘o,
depend on, grow with, and enjoy”
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The Circles of Friendship
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Christian Workers

”* 30% lack close friends‘ps
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Q: What forces make friendship
o difficult for Christian leaders?
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A buffer against ext
A weapon against prejudice
A safeguard agai ddictions
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Boosts our immune system




Decreases anxiety and de
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Shapes our ch
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hilia is the best foundation

a is the ultimate §t of aga;
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Th e S O I u ti 0 n Father rescues frowm idolatry

(Ps1031-5)
PRecognise friendship as a sacred calling  Jésus rescues from usularity

\) (Gal 3:23)
Holy Spirit rescues from implosion

N (Gal 5:22-26)
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his love. 1! | have told you this so th oy may be in

you and that your joy may be compléte. 12 My command
is this: Love each other as | have loved you. 13 Gre
has no one than this: to lay do s life for one
friends. 14 You are my friends i
mmand. 1| no longer call yo
ervant does not k i tead, |
ave called you f
my Father | have
choose me, butl c
you might go and bear fruit—fruit that w

John 15:10-16




101f you keep my commands, you will remain |he,

just as | have kept my Father’s comm nhd remainin
his love. 11| have told you this so th joy may be in
you and that your joy may be compléte. 12 My command
is this: Love each other as | have loved you. 1> Greater I‘e
has no one than this: to lay do s life for one’s
friends. % You are my friends i
ommand. 151 no longer call yo
ervant does not k i tead, |
have called you frien d from
my Father | have m c
choose me, but | ch
you might go and bear fruit—fruit that w

John 15:10-16




101f you keep my commands, you will remain ve,

just as | have kept my Father’s comm d remainin
his love. 11| have told you this so th joy may be in
you and that your joy may be compléte. 12 My command
is this: Love each other as | have loved you. 13 Greate[‘e
has no one than this: to lay do ’s life for one’s
friends. % You are my friends i
lommand. > | no longer call yo
ervant does not k Is master’s bt tead, |
have called you frig verything
my Father | have to you. 16
choose me, but I ch d appoi
you might go and bear fruit—fruit that w

John 15:10-16



101f you keep my commands, you will remain y
just as | have kept my Father’s comm d remainin
his love. 111 have told you this so th joy may be in
you and that your joy may be compléte. 12 My command
is this: Love each other as | have loved you. 13 Greate“e
has no one than this: to lay do s life for one’s
friends. % You are my friends i
ommand. | no longer call yo
ervant does not k is master’s b tead, |
ave called you frie erything
my Father | have to you. 16
choose me, but I ch d appoi
you might go and bear fruit—fruit that

John 15:10-16




101f you keep my commands, you will remain in!ove,

just as | have kept my Father’s comm nd remain in
his love. 111 have told you this so th joy may be in
you and that your joy may be complete. ** Viy command
is this: Love each other as | have loved you. 1> Greater I‘e
has no one than this: to lay do s life for one’s
friends. 14 You are my friends i hat |

ommand. 131 no longer call yo
ervant does not kn is master’s bu stead, |
*have called you frién verything t
my Father | have m to you. 16
choose me, but I ch d appoi
you might go and bear fruit—fruit that w

John 15:10-16




Father rescues frowm idolatry

The Solution
(Ps103:1-5)

'ﬂécognlse friendship as a sacred ca‘nng Jesus rescues from insularity

\) (Gal 3:23)

Holy Spirit rescues from implosion
(Gal 5:22-26)

Friendship’s sacred calling
(Johw 15:10-16)
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The Solution "

gnise friendship as a sacre

'|ntentionally cuI}nnection
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1
Acquaintance

Role-limited
interacgon

2 Friendly
relations

Casual
conversation

Looking for
commonality

3 Nascent
friendship

Meet outside
of role context

Increased self-
disclosure

4 Friendship

Regular time
together

Greater self-
disclosure

5 Close-Best-
Intimate
friendship

Support and
trust proven

Ever-
deepening
sharing of

lives

Waning
friendship

Rip
or drift?

Reinvigorate
or let go?
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Why Christian Leaders
“Need More Friends



