Under the Skin: Going Beneath the Surface of Media
Messages to Discover Aspects of Worldview

Western culture is saturated with media messages. From tweets to vlogs to movies, an immense
number of stories inundate us. All media production, like everything else humans do, reflects both the
image of God and our fallenness, and every story we tell expresses something of our worldview. If we
are to love God with our whole heart, soul, mind, and strength, and our neighbour as ourselves, we
need to become like the men of Issachar who “had understanding of the times, to know what Israel
ought to do” (1 Chronicles 12:32). Part of that means that we must not only pay attention to the
surface level of media messages, but we must go deeper to discover how worldviews are being
expressed. This workshop will introduce practical worldview analysis of media (especially film) and
consider the implications for both discipleship and evangelism.

Tony Watkins is a speaker and writer on media and the Bible. He is doing doctoral research on the
relationship between the biblical prophets and today’s media, and works alongside several
organisations including Damaris Norway and the Lausanne Media Engagement Network (as Network
Co-ordinator). He regularly lectures at Gimlekollen School of Journalism and Communications,
Norway. Tony has written, or co-written, several books including Focus: The Art and Soul of
Cinema and Dark Matter: A Thinking Fan’s Guide to Philip Pullman. Tony and his family are
involved in Above Bar Church, Southampton.

l. The two realities of human nature

A. Made in God’s image

B. Rebels against God


http://tonywatkins.uk/
http://engagingmedia.info/

Il.  What is a worldview?

A. Analogies for worldviews

B. Definitions

A worldview is a cluster of basic beliefs about reality by which we make sense of
our experiences, and which form our patterns of living.

‘A worldview is a commitment, a fundamental orientation of the heart that can be
expressed as a story or in a set of presuppositions (assumptions which may be true,
partially true or entirely false), which we hold (consciously or subconsciously,
consistently or inconsistently) about the basic constitution of reality and that
provides the foundation on which we live and move and have our being.” — James
Sire, Naming the Elephant, p. 122

C. Ted Turnau’s "Worldview tree’




IIl. Five dimensions of worldviews

A.

Reality

Humanity

Knowledge

Ethics

Redemption (meaning/purpose)

IV. Engaging with worldviews
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