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Apologetics Based on the Value of Human Life 
 

Many secular thinkers argue that human life has no objective value or moral significance, because it is 

the product of accidental processes without plan or purpose.  However, they are often inconsistent, 

because in various ways they show that they do indeed value human life.  Christian apologetics can 

take advantage of this to show that our understanding of the value of human life points to the 

existence of God. 

 

Richard Weikart is professor of modern European history at California State University, Stanislaus, 

and Senior Fellow at Discovery Institute’s Center for Science and Culture.  He has published six 

books, including most recently The Death of Humanity: And the Case for Life and Hitler’s 

Religion.   He has also published extensively on the history of evolutionary ethics, eugenics, social 

Darwinism, euthanasia, and scientific racism.  He has been featured in several documentaries, 

including Ben Stein’s Expelled, as well as on many radio programs.  He recently produced a 

documentary to commemorate the 500
th
 anniversary of the Reformation called Exploring the 

Reformation and Revivals in Germany, which is available on youtube. 

 

 

I. Secular ideologies have undermined the Judeo-Christian sanctity-of-life ethic 

 

A. Judeo-Christian view is that humans are created in the image of God 

 

 

II. Apologetics argument 

 

A. Premise 1. If God does not exist, then human life has no intrinsic value, 

transcendent meaning, purpose, or objective moral significance. 

 

 

B. Premise 2. Human life has intrinsic value, transcendent meaning, purpose, and 

objective moral significance 

 

 

C. Conclusion: Therefore, God exists 

 

 

III. Premise 1 - Many secularists acknowledge that human life has no special value 

 

A. Nietzsche, Sartre, and Existentialists 

 

 

B. Scientific Materialists: Dawkins, Lawrence Krauss  

 

 

C. PETA (People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals) 

 

 

IV. But secularists seem to know that human life is valuable (which contradicts their 

worldview) 

 

A. Bertrand Russell 
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1. Argued humans had no value, but campaigned for nuclear 

disarmament 

 

2. Argued morality was only mere emotion, but was staunch moralist 

 

 

B. Jerry Coyne 

 

 

C. Peter Singer 

 

 

 

V. Noxious consequences of devaluing human life in history and contemporary society 

 

A. Communist regimes 

 

 

B. Nazism 

 

 

C. Pekka-Eric Auvinen and Eric Harris 

 

 

D. Abortion, Infanticide, Euthanasia 
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