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Does Darwinism Devalue Human Life?

Many aspects of Darwinian theory have implications for the value of human life, and Darwinists
themselves have acknowledged this. Darwinian theory rejects teleology, and often reduces humans to
just another animal. Many Darwinists consider morality itself the product of chance evolutionary
processes. Human evolution also implies human diversity, which has led many to embrace human
inequality. Finally, Darwinism implies that death is a positive force in the universal struggle for
existence.

Richard Weikart is professor of modern European history at California State University, Stanislaus,
and Senior Fellow at Discovery Institute’s Center for Science and Culture. He has published six
books, including most recently The Death of Humanity: And the Case for Life and Hitler’s
Religion. He has also published extensively on the history of evolutionary ethics, eugenics, social
Darwinism, euthanasia, and scientific racism. He has been featured in several documentaries,
including Ben Stein’s Expelled, as well as on many radio programs. He recently produced a
documentary to commemorate the 500" anniversary of the Reformation called Exploring the
Reformation and Revivals in Germany, which is available on youtube.

I.  Darwinism has contributed to our present “culture of death”
A. Darwinism does not logically entail support for abortion or euthanasia
B. But many elements of Darwinism have helped promote culture of death

C. Historically many thinkers have advanced Darwinian arguments to support
abortion and euthanasia

Il.  Six features of Darwinian theory that devalues human life

A. Rejection of teleology or purpose

B. Humans are nothing more than animals
1. Darwin’s position

2. Peter Singer

C. Morality as biologically determined trait produced by evolution
1. Darwin’s position

2. E. O. Wilson and Michael Ruse
D. Human inequality

1. Eugenics
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2. Scientific racism

E. Human struggle for existence

F. Death as a positive force
1. Darwin’s position
2. German Darwinists, Hitler, and evolutionary progress

3. Euthanasia movement

I1l.  John Evans’ study, What Is a Human? What the Answers Mean for Human Rights
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