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Biblical claims 

• There was a Judaean King Hezekiah 
• All the fortified cities of Judah were captured 
• Except Jerusalem 
• This was by Sennacherib, king of Assyria 
• Sennacherib particularly fought against Lachish 
• Hezekiah was fined 30 gold talents 
• Hezekiah was fined 300 silver talents 
• Hezekiah gave all the silver in the king’s house and 

temple 



Napoleon 
Bonaparte 
1769-1821 













 

King Mentioned by 

Ahab (Israel) Shalmaneser III (Assyrian) 

Jehu (Israel) Shalmaneser III 

Joash (Israel) Adad-Nirari (Assyrian) 

Menahem (Israel) Tiglath-Pileser (Assyrian) 

Pekah (Israel) Tiglath-Pileser 

Joahaz (Judah) Tiglath-Pileser 

Hosea (Judah) Tiglath-Pileser 

Hezekiah (Judah) Sennacherib (Assyrian) 

Manasseh (Judah) Esarhaddon, Asshurbanipal (Assyrian) 

Jehoiachin (Judah) Nebuchadnezzar (Babylonian) 

Omri (Israel) Shalmaneser III, Tiglath-Pileser 

Zedekiah (Judah) Nebuchadnezzar 



 









Sennacherib’s account 

• As for Hezekiah, the Judaean, I besieged 46 of 
his fortified walled cities. … I conquered them 
and took out 200,150 people … He himself, I 
locked up within Jerusalem, his royal city, like 
a bird in a cage …. Hezekiah was overwhelmed 
by the splendour of my lordliness and he sent 
me … 30 talents of gold, 800 talents of silver … 





Concise Dictionary of Akkadian, based 
on the Chicago Assyrian Dictionary 



2 Kings 20:20 

• The rest of the deeds of Hezekiah and all his 
might and how he made the pool and the 
conduit and brought water into the city, are 
they not written in the Book of the Chronicles 
of the Kings of Judah? (ESV) 





 
 

Fall of Samaria in a 1785 Bible 





What’s so surprising? 

• KJV OT based on Second Bomberg Bible AD 
1525. 

• Second Bomberg Bible based on unidentifiable 
manuscripts, presumably dating between AD 
1100 and 1500. 

• Ancient names known and dates known: 
– before archaeology 
– before decipherment 
– Tiglath-Pileser III current dates: 745-727 BC 
– Shalmanezer V current dates: 727-722 BC 



Which is the most advanced? 



Which lasts the longest? 



Which contains the oldest text? 



Questions? 
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