David’s Soul (Psalm 25)

In the Psalms we get to see into David’s soul as he seeks God. Psalm 25 has a direct message to
leaders as David repeatedly asks God for guidance. He depends on God though threatened by enemies
outside and sin and weakness inside. This psalm is a model prayer for leaders.

Peter J. Williams is the Principal of Tyndale House, Cambridge. 1989-1997 he took his MA, MPhil,
and PhD at Cambridge University in ancient languages related to the Bible. He held postdoctoral
positions there and at Tyndale House till 2003 when he joined the faculty of the University of
Aberdeen, Scotland, where he became a Senior Lecturer in New Testament and Deputy Head of the
School of Divinity, History, and Philosophy. Since 2007 he has been leading Tyndale House. He is
also an Affiliated Lecturer in Cambridge University, a member of the Translation Oversight
Committee of the English Standard Version of the Bible, and Chair of the International Greek New
Testament Project. He is married to Kathryn and they have two children. In the summer they are
involved in missions in France.
I.  Formal shape of the Psalm

A. Connections with preceding and following psalms

B. Alphabetic psalm

1. Missing two letters of ‘wait’ (QW) and with doubled ‘see’ (R, verses
18-19)

2. ‘Redeem’ (P) added at end, like Psalm 34
3. ‘Middle’ is verse 11

4. Psalms flow

Il.  David to God (verses 1-7)

A. Concern about my reputation (verses 2—-3)

B. Teach and lead me (verses 4-5)

C. Forgive me (verses 6-7), because you’re good

1. David about God (verses 8-10)

A. God guides sinners (verse 8)

B. God guides the humble and faithful (verses 9-10)



IV. David to God (verse 11)

A. Central plea: forgive my great sin for your reputation

V. David about God (verses 12-15)

A. Fear of God connects to guidance and blessing

B. Both secret or friendship (verse 14)

VI.  David to God (verses 16-22)
A. I’m lonely (verse 16)
B. I’m troubled (verse 17)
C. I’'msinful (verse 18)
D. I’m surrounded (verse 19)
E. I’m atrisk (verses 20)
F. I’m waiting (verse 21)

G. Rescue us

VII.  Lessons about Christ



