Ancient Aliens? Rebutting Alien Conspiracy Theories
as Popular Alternatives to Biblical History

Were there flying saucers at the crucifixion? Was Jesus really an alien? Just as Christian apologists need
to rebut the “alternative’ historical claims of The Book of Mormon, so they need to rebut claims about so-
called “ancient aliens’. These claims offer people with a secular worldview historical counter-narratives to
biblical history that draw upon the scientific respectability of astrobiology and the search for extra-
terrestrial intelligence (SETI). Drawing on his peer-reviewed research in this field, Williams argues that
when it comes to ‘ancient aliens’, it’s the conspiracy theorists who are swimming against the scientific
evidence.
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The impulse to re-interpret religion by invoking extra-terrestrial intelligences (ETI’s) gains
legitimacy from the fact that speculation about alien life (including intelligent aliens) is a
scientifically respectable past-time known as astrobiology. Since the early 1960’s, astrobiology
has included the empirical research of the Search for Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence (SETI).

Just as Christians need to rebut the historicity of The Book of Mormon, so they need to rebut
‘alternative’ historical claims about so-called ‘ancient aliens’, claims that offer people with a
secular worldview a historical counter-narrative to biblical history.

A 2017 survey conducted in 24 countries showed 47 % of 26,000 respondents believed ‘in the

existence of intelligent alien civilizations in the universe . . . Russians were the biggest believers
[with] 68 percent saying they think intelligent alien life exists . . . The Netherlands ranked as the
most skeptical of life beyond Earth, with only 28 percent of Dutch survey-takers entertaining the

possibility . . .” - Amanda Woods, ‘Half of humans believe in alien life, study says’ New York Post (December
8" 2017) https:/nypost.com/2017/12/08/half-of-humans-believe-in-alien-life-study-says/

A 2017 survey of 1700 Americans reported:

e 47 % of those surveyed said they believe in aliens
e 39 % of those surveyed said they believe aliens have visited Earth

- Alejandro Rojas, ‘New survey shows nearly half of Americans believe in aliens’ Huffington Post (August 2™
2017) www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/new-survey-shows-nearly-half-of-americans-believe-
in_us 59824c11e4b03d0624b0abe4
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Ancient alien conspiracy theories are convoluted and highly ad hoc, and multiple facets of such
theories are strongly disconfirmed by scientific evidence readily available from secular scientific
sources:

Scientific evidence suggests that (on a naturalistic worldview) alien life is unlikely to
exist

Even if alien life exists, it’s unlikely that it would develop into intelligent life, or be
blessed with the ecological and cultural preconditions for the development of science and
technology

Even if technologically advanced aliens exist, there are significant barriers to interstellar
travel

Even if technologically advanced aliens able and willing to engage in interstellar travel
exist, it’s unlikely they’d visit us, let alone in our pre-industrial past, let alone that they’d
end up flying around the crucifixion, etc.

The compound improbability of such a sequence of events is staggering!

Not only do we lack convincing evidence that aliens have visited Earth, but SETI has
provided evidence that technologically advanced aliens don’t abound, at least not in our
cosmic neighborhood
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