Archaeological Evidence for Biblical History and Fulfilled Prophecy

In this session, philosopher and apologist Peter S. Williams will introduce the grand sweep of
the biblical story through exciting discoveries from archaeology that speak to both the
reliability of biblical history and the reality of fulfilled biblical prophecy. Come along and see
how archaeology puts us in touch with people from the Old and New Testaments, the places
they lived, the beliefs they held and the history-shaping events the biblical writers describe
and prophecy.

Peter S. Williams (www.peterswilliams.com) studied philosophy at Cardiff University (BA),
Sheffield University (MA), and the University of East Anglia in Norwich (MPhil). Peter is
Assistant Professor in Communication and Worldviews at Gimlekollen School of Journalism
and Communication, NLA University, Norway. His publications include A Sceptic’s Guide to
Atheism (Paternoster, 2009), Understanding Jesus: Five Ways to Spiritual Enlightenment
(Paternoster, 2011), C.S. Lewis vs. the New Atheists (Paternoster, 2013), A Faithful Guide to
Philosophy (Paternoster, 2013) and Getting at Jesus: A Comprehensive Critique of Neo-
Atheist Nonsense About the Jesus of History (Wypf & Stock, 2018).
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What you make of the fulfilled prophecy aspect of the biblical passages we have examined
will depend mainly upon the worldview you bring to the evidence

Setting aside the question of prophecy, the archaeological evidence shows that, in the cases
considered, the Bible presents us with accurate information about what happened in history

The fact that the Bible reports this accurate information supports the proposition that it
accurately reports the existence, content, and dates of the prophecies — which turn out to be
accurate at very long odds...

Recommended Resources on Biblical Archaeology

Peter S. Williams, ‘Digging for Evidence: Archaeology and the Historical Reliability of the
New Testament’ Christian Evidence Society (2016)
http://christianevidence.org/docs/booklets/digging_for_evidence.pdf

- ‘9 archaeology finds that confirm the New Testament’ Christianity Today (2017)
www.premierchristianity.com/Past-Issues/2017/March-2017/9-archaeology-finds-that-
confirm-the-New-Testament

- “‘Archaeology, Jesus and the New Testament’
http://podcast.peterswilliams.com/e/archaeology-jesus-and-the-new-testament-1415879310/
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- ‘Archaeological Evidence for the Reliability of the New Testament’
http://podcast.peterswilliams.com/e/archaeological-evidence-for-the-reliability-of-the-new-
testament-1413287411/

Video

YouTube Playlist, ‘Christianity & Archaeology’
www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLOhh3gcwVEW|jh9aRRWF1kY ZI\VVCPc5iCcw

YouTube Playlist, “The Shroud of Turin’
www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLOhh3gcwVEWhYS-mMYnE2afoOpgODHWNS

Audio
Ben Witherington 111, “‘James Ossuary’ http://restitutio.org/2015/10/26/james-ossuary/

Gary R. Habermas et al, ‘“The Talpiot Tomb’,
www.reclaimingthemind.org/content/files/CWS/cwstalpiot.mp3

Peter S. Williams, ‘Archaeological Evidence for New Testament Places, People and Beliefs’
http://peterswilliams.podbean.com/mf/feed/mhwtbm/N Ireland NT Archeology.mp3

- ‘Archaeology, Jesus and the New Testament’
http://podcast.peterswilliams.com/e/archaeology-jesus-and-the-newtestament-1415879310/

- ‘Archaeological Evidence for the Reliability of the New Testament’
http://podcast.peterswilliams.com/e/archaeological-evidence-for-the-reliability-of-the-new-
testament-1413287411/

Websites
Associates For Biblical Research www.biblearchaeology.org/

Biblical Archaeological Review www.bib-arch.org/

British Museum www.britishmuseum.org

Dating the Old Testament www.datingtheoldtestament.com

The Siege of Lachish www.odysseyadventures.ca/articles/lachish_slides/lachish_text.htm

The Shroud of Turin Education Project www.shroud2000.com/

Shroud Story www.shroudstory.com/

Shroud of Turin Website www.shroud.com/menu.htm

On-Line Papers

Biblical Archaeology Review Staff, “Tomb of Apostle Phillip Found’
www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-sites-places/biblical-archaeology-sites/tomb-of-
apostle-philip-found/

Oxford University, ‘Dating evidence: Relics could be of John the Baptist’
www.ox.ac.uk/media/news_stories/2012/120615.html

Science Daily, ‘Discovery of official clay seals support existence of biblical kings David and
Solomon, archaeologists say’ www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2014/12/141216100433.htm

Gary Baxster, “The James Ossuary” www.adefenceofthebible.com/2016/08/01/the-james-
ossuary/
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Clyde E. Billington, “The Nazareth Inscription’
www.biblearchaeology.org/post/2009/07/22/The-Nazareth-Inscription-Proof-of-the-
Resurrection-of-Christ.aspx

Tom Chivers, ‘The Shroud of Turin: Forgery or Divine? A Scientist Writes’
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tomchiversscience/100126480/the-shroud-of-turin-forgery-
or-divine-a-scientist-writes/

Francesco D'Andria, ‘How | Discovered the Tomb of the Apostle Phillip’
www.zenit.org/article-34705?I=english

Craig A. Evans, ‘Archaeology and the Historical Jesus: Recent Developments’
http://216.12.134.73/publications/article.aspx?articleld=335

Gary R. Habermas, ‘The Lost Tomb of Jesus: A Response’
http://garyhabermas.com/articles/The Lost Tomb of Jesus/losttombofijesus response.htm

- “Historical Epistemology, Jesus’ Resurrection, and the Shroud of Turin’ Proceedings of the
1999 Shroud of Turin International Conference (1999)
http://works.bepress.com/gary habermas/40

James K. Hoffmeier, “What Is The Biblical Date For The Exodus? A Response To Bryant
Wood” www.etsjets.org/files/JETS-PDFs/50/50-2/JETS_50-2_225-247 Hoffmeier.pdf

H. Wayne House, ‘Alexamenos Execution Graffito’
www.hwhouse.com/images/8.ALEXAMENOS CRUCIFIXION_GRAFFITI.pdf

Seigfried H. Horn, ‘Did Sennacherib Campaign Once Or Twice Against Hezekiah?’
www.andrews.edu/library/car/cardigital/Periodicals/AUSS/1966-1/1966-1-01.pdf

Joe Kovacs, ‘Archaeologists: Bible Town Possibly Found’
www.wnd.com/2013/09/archaeologists-bible-town-possibly-found/

Paul L. Maier, ‘“The James Ossuary” www.mtio.com/articles/bissar95.htm

Aren Maeir and Jeffrey Chadwick, ‘Regarding Recent Suggestions Redating the Siloam
Tunnel” www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-sites-places/jerusalem/regarding-recent-
suggestions-redating-the-siloam-tunnel/

John McRay, ‘Archaeology and the Bible’
www.4truth.net/site/c.hiKXLbPNLrF/b.2903877/k.7280/Archaeology and the Bible.htm

- ‘Archaeology and the Book of Acts’
http://faculty.gordon.edu/hu/bi/Ted Hildebrandt/NTeSources/NTArticlessCTR-NT/McRay-
ArchaeologyActs-CTR.pdf

Allen Millard, ‘How Reliable Is Exodus?’
http://fontes.Istc.edu/~rklein/Documents/how reliable is exodus.htm

- ‘Sennacherib’s Attack on Hezekiah’
www.tyndalehouse.com/TynBul/Library/TynBull 1985 36 03 Millard SennacheribsAttack

Hezekiah.pdf

Claude Mariottini, “‘Hezekiah and Sennacherib’
https://claudemariottini.com/2009/05/25/hezekiah-and-sennacherib/

Ehud Netzer, ‘In Search of Herod’s Tomb’ http://members.bib-
arch.org/publication.asp?PublD=BSBA&Volume=37&Issue=1&ArticlelD=7
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Raymond N. Rogers & Anna Arnoldi, ‘The Shroud of Turin: An Amino-Carbonyl Reaction
(Maillard Reaction) May Explain The Image Formation’, Melanoidins vol. 4, Ames J.M.
(ed.), Office for Official Publications of the European Communities, Luxembourg, 2003,
p.106-113 http://shroud.com/pdfs/rogers7.pdf

Amon Rosenfeld et al, “The Authenticity of the James Ossuary’, Open Journal of Geology
www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=
0ahUKEwivmbG48fbKAhUJWBQKHdI7ALIUQFggiMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org
%2F10.4236%2F0jg.2014.43007 &usg=AFQjCNH2gKfNIh3G8fS8iFO7GZIhpF5VAQ&bv
m=bv.114195076,d.d24

Hershel Shanks, ““Brother of Jesus” Inscription is Authentic!” www.bib-
arch.org/bar/article.asp?PublD=BSBA&Volume=38&Issue=4&ArticleID=2

- “‘Supporters of James Ossuary Inscription’s Authenticity Vindicated” www.bib-
arch.org/news/forgery-trial-news.asp

Ken Spiro, ‘Archaeology and Exodus: Part 1’
www.aish.com/ci/sam/48938472.html#.WZ_S5YtTHrys.twitter

&’Part 2 www.aish.com/ci/sam/48939077.html#.WZ 5aRCbURQg.twitter

Peter S. Williams, ‘Digging for Evidence: Archaeology and the Historical Reliability of the
New Testament’ Christian Evidence Society (2016)
http://christianevidence.org/docs/booklets/digging_for_evidence.pdf

- ‘9 archaeology finds that confirm the New Testament’ Christianity Today (2017)
www.premierchristianity.com/Past-lssues/2017/March-2017/9-archaeology-finds-that-
confirm-the-New-Testament

- “The Shroud of Turin: A Cumulative Case for Authenticity’
www.case.edu.au/images/uploads/03 pdfs/williams-shroud-turin.pdf

Ben Witherington 111, “Top Ten New Testament Archaeological Finds of the Past 150 Years’
www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2003/septemberweb-only/9-22-21.0.html

H. Wayne House, ‘Ossuary of James, son of Joseph and Brother of Jesus’
www.hwhouse.com/images/Ossuary _of James.pdf

Books

New International Version Archaeological Study Bible: An Illustrated Walk Through Biblical
History and Culture (Zondervan, 2005)

Clive Anderson & Brian Edwards, Evidence for the Bible (DayOne, 2014)

Lisette Bassett-Brody, Etched in Stone: Archaeological Discoveries That Prove The Bible
(WND, 2017)

Charlie H. Campbell, Archaeological Evidence For The Bible (Always Be Ready
Apologetics Ministry, 2012)

Brian Edwards & Clive Anderson, Through The British Museum — with the Bible (DayOne,
2015)

Craig A. Evans, Jesus and His World: The Archaeological Evidence (SPCK, 2012)

David E. Graves, Biblical Archaeology: An Introduction to Recent Discoveries that Support
the Reliability of the Bible (David E. Graves, 2014)
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Randall Price, The Stones Cry Out: What Archaeology Reveals About the Truth of the Bible
(Harvest House, 1997)

Charles L. Quarles, Buried Hope or Risen Savior? The Search for the Jesus Tomb (B&H
Academic, 2008)

Hershel Shanks & Ben Witherington, The Brother of Jesus: The Dramatic Story & Meaning
of the First Archaeological Link to Jesus & His Family (Continuum, 2003)

Jeffery L. Sheler, Is The Bible True? How Modern Debates & Discoveries Affirm The
Essence Of The Scriptures (HarperCollins, 2000)

lan Wilson, The Shroud (Bantum, 2011)

Recommended Resources on Biblical Prophecy

Peter S. Williams, Understanding Jesus: Five Ways to Spiritual Enlightenment (Paternoster,
2011)

- “The Design Inference — A Critical Review’, Philosophia Christi, VVol.9, No.2, 2007,
www.bethinking.org/does-evolution-disprove-creation/the-design-inference-a-critical-review

- “Jesus the Prophesied Prophet’
http://peterswilliams.podbean.com/mf/feed/ew2qjf/N Ireland Jesus Prophecied Prophet.mp
3

- ‘Luke 2:22-40: The Presentation at the Temple’ http://podcast.peterswilliams.com/e/luke-
222-40-the-presentation-at-the-temple/?token=6d568dc904a6dc7bccf880c4d5136ddd

- “‘Old Testament Prophecy: History and the Fate of Jerusalem in the Eight Century BC’
http://podcast.peterswilliams.com/e/old-testament-prophecy-history-and-the-fate-of-
jerusalem-in-the-eigth-century-bc/?token=12a433fd528e3d673ada6130d3696b40

Video

Biblical Prophecy YouTube Playlist
www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLOhh3gcwVEWqq Hba52LXvmcUHR4T01l0a

Papers

https://beliefmap.org/prophecy-fulfilled/tyre/

John A. Bloom, ‘Is Fulfilled Prophecy of Value for Scholarly Apologetics?’
www.bethinking.org/is-christianity-true/is-fulfilled-prophecy-of-value-for-scholarly-

apologetics

Larry Brandt, ‘Messianic Prophecies — First Things First” www.bethinking.org/is-the-bible-
reliable/messianic-prophecies-first-things-first

Kyle Butt, “Tyre in Prophecy’
www.apologeticspress.org/apcontent.aspx?category=13&article=1790

Norman L. Geisler, ‘Miraculous Bible Prophecy Fulfilments’ (Baker Encyclopedia of
Christian Apologetics) https://philosophical11.wordpress.com/2012/09/12/miraculous-bible-
prophecy-fulfillments/#more-151
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Walter C. Keiser, ‘The Promise to David in Psalm 16 and its Application in Acts 2:25-33 and
13:32-37" www.etsjets.org/files/JETS-PDFs/23/23-3/23-3-pp219-229 JETS.pdf

J.P Moreland, ‘The Historicity of the New Testament” www.bethinking.org/is-the-bible-
reliable/the-historicity-of-the-new-testament

Robert C. Newman, ‘Daniel’s Seventy Weeks and the Old Testament Sabbath-Year Cycle’
http://apollos.ws/argument-from-
prophecy/Daniel's%20Seventy%20Weeks%20and%20the%2001d%20Testament%20Sabbath
-Year%20Cycle.pdf

-, John A. Bloom, and Hugh G. Gauch, Jr., ‘PUBLIC THEOLOGY AND PROPHECY
DATA: FACTUAL EVIDENCE THAT COUNTS FOR THE BIBLICAL WORLD VIEW’
JETS 46/1 (March 2003) 79-110, www.etsjets.org/files/JETS-PDFs/46/46-1/46-1-pp079-

110 JETS.pdf

Bernard Ramm, ‘The Evidence of Prophecy and Miracle’
http://biblicalstudies.org.uk/pdf/rev-henry/16_evidence_ramm.pdf

J. Warner Wallace, ‘Fulfilled Prophecy’ http://coldcasechristianity.com/tag/fulfilled-
prophecy/

Books
Paul Barnett, Messiah: Jesus — the evidence of history (IVP, 2009)

William Lane Craig, The Only Wise God: The Compatibility of Divine Foreknowledge and
Human Freedom (Wipf & Stock, 2000)

Craig Davis, Dating the Old Testament (RJ Communications, 2007)
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