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Defending Early High Christology with Archaeology 
and New Testament Letters 

 
In this session, philosopher and apologist Peter S. Williams will critique the claim that belief in Jesus' 
divinity was a late development detached from the historical Jesus. In response to proponents of a late 
high Christology such as Dan Brown (in his novel The Da Vinci Code) and John Loftus, we will draw 
upon fascinating archaeological discoveries as well as key passages in the New Testament letters. In 
particular, we will see that the Epistle of James displays a high Christology within a Jewish Christian 
context prior to the fall of Jerusalem in AD 70, and plausibly as early as the mid 40's AD. 
 
Peter S. Williams (www.peterswilliams.com) studied philosophy at Cardiff University (BA), 
Sheffield University (MA), and at the University of East Anglia in Norwich (MPhil). Peter is 
Assistant Professor in Communication and Worldviews at Gimlekollen School of Journalism and 
Communication, NLA University, Norway. His publications include A Sceptic’s Guide to Atheism 
(Paternoster, 2009), Understanding Jesus: Five Ways to Spiritual Enlightenment (Paternoster, 2011), 
C.S. Lewis vs. the New Atheists (Paternoster, 2013), A Faithful Guide to Philosophy (Paternoster, 
2013) and Getting at Jesus: A Comprehensive Critique of Neo-Atheist Nonsense About the Jesus of 
History (Wypf & Stock, 2018). 
 
 
Mark Mittleberg: ‘The common claim today is that belief in Jesus as a unique, divine person 
arose long after he walked the earth. Such books as The Da Vinci Code have popularised the 
notion that it was not until the Council of Nicea, three centuries after Jesus, that Christians 
started worshipping him as the divine Son of God… the best historical scholarship shows that 
simply is not the case.’ – The Questions Christians Hope No One Will Ask (with answers) (Tyndale, 2010), p. 102. 

 
 

 

http://www.peterswilliams.com/
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c. 230 AD, Megiddo House Church 
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The evidence shows that: 
 

• High Christology was not the result of a 70+ year evolution of thought. 
• Within c. 12-27 years of the crucifixion, Jewish monotheists (likely including Jesus’ 

brother James) were treating Jesus as God. 
• Jesus made claims to divinity. 
• That James the brother of Jesus went from being skeptical about Jesus’ claims (cf. 

John 7:5) to believing he was divine (Josephus/James) despite his embarrassing 
crucifixion lends credence to the early creedal claim that James met the resurrected 
Jesus (1 Corinthians 15). 

• This suggests James believed his brother was divine within two years of the 
crucifixion! 
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Recommended Resources: 
 
YouTube Playlist, “The Letter of James” 
www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLQhh3qcwVEWj8AI8iIBbygZkJQtuVGu-i 
YouTube Playlist, “Christology” 
www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLQhh3qcwVEWgjXlj2cVn_ZjOE8Wd9dVbv 
Peter S. Williams (Audio), :High Christology in the Epistle of James” 
www.podbean.com/media/share/pb-6gna4-5a41e6 

“Digging for Evidence: Archaeology and the Historical Reliability of the New Testament,” 
Christian Evidence Society (2016) 
http://christianevidence.org/docs/booklets/digging_for_evidence.pdf 

“9 Archaeology Finds That Confirm the New Testament,” Christianity Today (2017) 
www.premierchristianity.com/Past-Issues/2017/March-2017/9-archaeology-finds-that-
confirm-the-New-Testament 

Douglas J. Moo, James (IVP Academic, 2009) 
Alec Motyer, The Message of James (IVP, 2000) 
Dean L. Overman, A Case for the Divinity of Jesus (Rowman & Littlefield, 2009) 
Peter S. Williams, Understanding Jesus: Five Ways to Spiritual Enlightenment (Paternoster, 
2011) 
Peter S. Williams, Getting at Jesus: A Comprehensive Critique of Neo-Atheist Nonsense 
About the Jesus of History (Wypf & Stock, forthcoming). 
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