Divine Creation – Information, Death and Suffering,
and the Origin of Life
Life on earth started remarkably quickly, so quickly as to raise the question of whether the origin of life
was preprogrammed. Several uncanny events in the earth's development raise questions of divine ordering,
but never so much as to provide direct evidence for God's hand in creation. Where did this information
come from, what significant events affected the development of life, how did life begin, and what are the
current limits of naturalistic processes? If the universe is an open system with free will then are death and
suffering compatible with divine guidance, and if so where is God in the process? The presentation will
provide background for some of these questions interspersed with time for discussion.
Fraser Fleming has a BS (Hons.) and PhD in chemistry. His research interests lie in the chemistry of
nitriles and isonitriles, science and religion, and creativity. He was on the chemistry faculty at Duquesne
University for 23 years where he taught chemistry and courses on science and religion. He served two years
as a Program Director at the National Science Foundation before moving to Drexel University. He is a
member of the American Scientific Affiliation and a founding member of the Christian Academic
Fellowship (CAFÉ) at Duquesne University and a second CAFÉ at Drexel University. He has a longstanding interest in science and religion with the publication of the book The Truth About Science and
Religion in 2016.

I.

Two creation stories
A. Genesis

B. Science

II.

Life's Early Building Blocks
A. Amino acid synthesis

B. The origin of chirality – the Soai reaction as a case study

Question: Where is God in this life-forming process?
III.

The Origin of Information
A. Specified Complexity

B. Is Information Manufactured?

C. Conservation of Information.

IV.

Where Is God in Nature?
a. Chance and Necessity

b. God in the machine

c. Prayer and information (again)

V.

Conclusion

