BUT WE SEE HIM!

THE SERMON TO THE HEBREWS
MESSAGE 4: STEP FORWARD TOWARDS
HOME
PETER MEAD

25 See

that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they
did not escape when they refused him who warned them on
earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns
from heaven. 26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but
now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the
earth but also the heavens.” 27 This phrase, “Yet once more,”
indicates the removal of things that are shaken—that is, things
that have been made—in order that the things that cannot be
shaken may remain. 28 Therefore let us be grateful for receiving
a kingdom that cannot be shaken
Hebrews 12:25-28

Hebrews

Introduction: Fix Your Eyes on the Eternal & Exalted Son
I. Jesus suffered like us - Step forward into salvation
II. Jesus suffered for us - Step forward into God’s presence

III. Jesus suffered before us - Step forward towards home

26 For

if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge
of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a
fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume
the adversaries. 28 Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies
without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 29 How
much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one
who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned the
blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged
the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine;
I will repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge his people.” 31 It is a
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
Hebrews 10:26–31

But recall the former days when, after you were
enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with sufferings,
33 sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and
affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so
treated. 34 For you had compassion on those in prison,
and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your property,
since you knew that you yourselves had a better
possession and an abiding one.
32

Hebrews 10:32–34

35 Therefore

do not throw away your confidence, which has a
great reward. 36 For you have need of endurance, so that when
you have done the will of God you may receive what is
promised. 37 For,
“Yet a little while, and the coming one will come
and will not delay;
38 but my righteous one shall live by faith,
and if he shrinks back,
my soul has no pleasure in him.”
39 But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed,
but of those who have faith and preserve their souls.
Hebrews 10:35-39

Sermon Point 3: How do we step forward in this life?
A. By Faith (Chapter 11)

B. Fixing our Eyes on Jesus (12:1-3)
C. …?

11 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen. 2 For by it the people of old
received their commendation. 3 By faith we understand
that the universe was created by the word of God, so
that what is seen was not made out of things that are
visible.

Hebrews 11:1–3

4 By

faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice
than Cain, through which he was commended as
righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts.
And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks.
5 By

faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see
death, and he was not found, because God had taken him.
Now before he was taken he was commended as having
pleased God.
Hebrews 11:4-5

And without faith it is impossible to please him, for
whoever would draw near to God must believe that he
exists and that he rewards those who seek him.
6

7 By

faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events
as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the
saving of his household. By this he condemned the world
and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by
faith.
Hebrews 11:6-7

These all died in faith, not having received the things
promised, but having seen them and greeted them from
afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers
and exiles on the earth. 14 For people who speak thus
make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they
had been thinking of that land from which they had gone
out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as
it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for
he has prepared for them a city.
Hebrews 11:13–16
13

And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to
tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and
Samuel and the prophets— 33 who through faith
conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises,
stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of
fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong
out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign
armies to flight.
32

Hebrews 11:32–34

Women received back their dead by resurrection. Some were
tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a
better life. 36 Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains
and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they
were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and
goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— 38 of whom the world was not
worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and
caves of the earth.
39 And all these, though commended through their faith, did not
receive what was promised, 40 since God had provided something
better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect.
Hebrews 11:35–40
35

12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and
sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance
the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that
was set before him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of
God. 3 Consider him who endured from sinners such
hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary
or fainthearted.
Hebrews 12:1–3
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III. God’s people persevere through suffering to glory (home) by
faith, 11:1-12:27

A. The righteous (sinners) live by faith, 11:1-40
B. Fixing eyes on Jesus as we run our race, 12:1-3

C. Trained (Disciplined) by the Father, 12:4-17
D. Final Image – 2 Mountains, 12:18-24
[Transition/Warning: Don’t refuse the God who is speaking from heaven who will
shake everything … 12:25-27]
Conclusion – Serve God / Love One Another / Remember Leaders
Final Picture: we have an altar! (13:10-14)

