Human Trafficking:
The Sexy Cause and Why the Church Is Not Called to Rescue
Human trafficking is modern day slavery and it can be found in every country, rich or poor. An estimated
35 million people are enslaved in the world today, and traffickers are making over $150 billion each year.
It is the second largest illegal industry after drugs, but in this case we are talking about selling and buying
people. Most often, these victims are what Jesus calls ‘the least of these’, the modern day orphan, widow,
or foreigner. The major forms of exploitation are forced labour and sexual exploitation.
During this workshop, we will be discussing the particularities of human trafficking in Europe, along with
some of its root causes. We will look at God’s heart for the people enslaved by this type of organised
crime and how we, as people who have once been enslaved by sin, can be part of the solution in a way
that is respectful of the human dignity of the ones we want to help. We are called to be messengers of the
God who rescues. We will then explore examples of involvement in the areas of awareness, prevention,
aftercare, and advocacy.
Ioana Săndescu is part of the leadership team of eLiberare, an anti-human trafficking organisation in
Romania, her main focus being in the areas of prevention and advocacy. Ioana is passionate about seeing
the local church engage in the communities it is in, including reaching out to the marginalised and the
oppressed.

I.

What is human trafficking?
A. Types

B. Statistics in Europe

C. Traffickers and victims

D. Root causes and recruitment methods
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II.

Biblical view of trafficking
A. Examples:
1. Joseph

2. Sarai

3. Esther

B. Particularities
1. OT rules on slavery

2. NT view on slavery

III.

The calling of the church – God’s heart for justice
A. To Pray

B. To Protect

C. To Prevent

D. To Place Value and Dignity

E. To Persevere
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